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Reports of the Heads of the Departments, and the Speeches 
of the Members of both Houses of Congress, revised by 
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THIRTY-FIRST CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION, 
m — . 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 2, 1850. 


In conformity with the Constitution, the Second | 


Session of the Thirty-First Congress convened 
to-day. 


At twelve o’clock the Hon. Hower Cops, | 


Speaker of the House of Representatives, took 
the chair, and called the House to order. 


The roll of the Members was called over oT | 


States by the Clerk of the House, when the fo 
lowing members answered to their names, viz: 


MAINE. 
Thomas J. D. Fuller, 
Elbridge Gerry, 

Rufus K. Goodenow, 
Nathaniel 8. Littlefield, 
John Otis, 

Cullen Sawtelle, 

NEW HAMPSHIRE, 
Charles H. Peaslee, 
Amos Tuck. 

VERMONT. 
William Hebard, 
William Henry, 
Lucius B. Peck. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 
Charles Allen, 

James H. Duncan, 
Samuel A. Eliot, 
Orin Fowler, 
Joseph Grinnell, 
Horace Mann, 
Julius Rockwell. 
RHODE ISLAND. 
Nathan F.. Dixon, 
George G. King. 
CONNECTICUT. 
Walter Booth, 
Thomas B. Butler, 
Chauneey F. Cleveland, 
Loren P. Waldo. 
NEW YORK. 
Henry P. Alexander, 
George R. Andrews, 
David A. Bokee, 
George Briggs, 
Lorenzo Burrows, 

Harmon 8S. Conger, 
William Duer, 

Daniel Gott, 

Herman D. Gould, 
William T. Jackson, 
John A. King, 

Preston King, 

Orsamus B. Matteson, 

William Nelson, 

J. Phillips Phenix, 

Harvey Putnam, 
Elijah Risley, 
Rovert L. Rose, 
David Renew sis 
William A. Sackett, 
Abr’m M. Schermerhorn, 
Peter H. Silvester, 
Elbridge G. Spaulding, 
Walter Underhill, 

Hiram Walden, 

Hugh White. 

NEW JERSEY. 
Andrew K. Hay, 
James G. King, 
William A. Newell, 
Jahn Van Dyke, 
Isaac Wildrick. 

PENNSYLVANIA. * 
Samuel Calvin, 
Joseph Casey, 
Joseph R. Chandler, 
Jesse C. Dickey, 


Milo M. Dimmick, 
John Freedley, 
Alfred Gilmore, 
Moses Hampton, 
John W. Howe, 
Lewis C. Levin, 
Job Mann, 
Henry D. Moore, 
Andrew J. Ogle, 
Charles W. Pitman, 
Robert R. Reed, 
John Robbins, jr., 
Thomas Ross, 
Thaddeus Stevens, 
William Strong, 
David Wilmot. 
DELAWARE. 
John W. Houston. 
MARYLAND. 


Richard I. Bowie, 
Alexander Evans, 
John B. Kerr, 
Robert M. McLane. 
VIRGINIA. 


Thomas H. Averett, 
Thomas H. Bayly, 
James M. H. Beale, 
Thomas 8. Bocock, 
Henry A. Edmundson, 
Thomas 8. Haymond, 
Alexander R. Holladay, 
James McDowell, 
Fayette McMullen, 
Richord K. Meade, 
John 8. Millson, 
Jeremiah Morton, 
James A. Seddon. 
NORTH CAROLINA, 
William 8S. Ashe, 
Joseph P. Caldwell, 
Thomas L. Clingman, 
John R. J. Daniel, 
Edmund Deberry, 
David Outlaw, 
Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Abraham W. Venable. 
SOUTH CAROLINA. 
Armistead Burt. 
Isaac E. Holmes. 
GEORGIA. 
Howell Cobb 
Thomas C. Hackett, 
Hugh A. Haralson, 
Joseph W. Jackson, 
Alexander H. Stephens, 
Marshall J. Wellborn. 
ALABAMA. 
Sampson W. Harris, 
Henry W. Hilliard, 
David Hubbard, 
Samuel W. Inge, 
OHIO. 
Joseph Cable, 
David K. Cartter, 
Moses B. Corwin, 
John Crowell, 
David T. Disney, 
Nathan Evans, 


Joshua R. Giddings, 


Edson B. Olds, 
Emery D. Potter, 
Jogeph M. Root, 
vert C. Schenck, 
Charles Sweetser, 
John L. Taylor, 
Samuel F. Vinton, 
William A. Whittlesey. 
KENTUCKY. 
Linn Boyd, 
Daniel Breck, 
James L. Johnson, 
John C. Mason, 


Willis A Gorman, (Loud cries of no! no!) I will merely state that 
Andrew J. Harlan, my colleague [Mr. Owen] came on with me and 
George W. Juin, |_| ig now sick in this city. ‘There may probably be 
John L. Robinson. ” | other gentlemen who have friends in the same 

ILLINOIS. || condition. I only wish my amendment to inelade 
John A. McClernand, gentlemen who are sick in the city. I do not 
John Wentworth, || mean to embrace those who are not here. I am 
Timothy R. Young. || clearly of opinion that the best way to secure a 

MISSOURI. good attendance at the commencement of the ses- 
William V. N. Bay, sion is to draw for seats upon the first day; but 
James B. Bowlin, || when gentlemen are here in the city, but sick and 


See 3 James S. Green | ae 
ae coe Willard P. Hall’ || unable to attend, I think some friend ought to have 
° npson,. ; ne + ° . . 
: John 8. Phelps. \\ the privilege of selecting seats for them. 


TENNESSEE. 
Josiah M. Anderson, 
Andrew Ewing, 
Meredith P. Gentry, 


ARKANSAS. Mr. JOHNSON. 1 will state to the gentleman 
Robert W. Johnson. that 1 will not accept his amendment, because I 
MICHIGAN. || prefer that a vote of the House be taken upon it. 


Isham G. Harris, Kinsley 8. Bingham, || I think it, however, justand right, and I shall vote 
Andrew Johnson, Alexander W. Buel, |} for it, 


George W. Jones, 
John H. Savage, 
Frederick P. Stanton, 
James H. Thomas, 


William Sprague. 

FLORIDA. | 
E. Carrington Cabell. 
Albert G. Watkins, CALIFORNIA, 


Mr. EVANS. There are some members sick 
who are not in the city, and I do not see why the 
same privilege should not be extended to them. I 
A Sy cannot see the propriety of making any distinction 
Christopher H. Williams. Edward Gilvert. between those sick in the eity, and those sick 
Mr. HILLIARD offered the following resolu- || elsewhere. I will, therefore, move to amend the 


tion: || amendment so as to include all members who are 
Resolved, That a committee be appointed, on the part of || sick, 


| the House, to join such committee as may be appointed on 

the part of the Senate, to wait on the President of the 
United States, and to inform him that a quqrum of the two 
|| Houses is now in session, and that Congfess is ready to 
|| receive any communication he may he pleased to make. 


|| A message was here received from the Senate | 
|| by the hands of Asspury Dickins, Esq., Secre- || 
| tary, informing the House that a quorum of the 
|| Senate had assembled, and that that body was | 
|| ready to proceed to business. 

Mr. JONES said he wished to precede the mo- 
| tion of the gentleman from Alabama [Mr. Hin- 
LIARD] with a motion that the Clerk of the House 
| acquaint the Senate that a quorum of the House 
| had assembled, and was ready to proceed to busi- 
|| ness. 
|| The question being put, the motion was agreed 
|} to, and the Clerk directed accordingly. 
|| Mr. PEASLEE stated that Mr. Georce W. | 
| Morrison, the member elect from the 3d Con- | 
| gressional District of the State of New Hamp- 
| shire, to fill the vacancy occasioned by the resig- 
nation of Mr. James Winson, was present with 
|| his credentials and ready to qualify. 
1 Mr. DIMMICK also introduced Mr. Jorx B. 
|| Danner, member elect from the 15th Congres- | 
| sional District of Pennsylvania, to fill the vacancy | 
|| occasioned by the death of the Hon. Henry Nes, || 
|| and asked that he be qualified. 
| These gentlemen presented themselves at the | 
i! bar, and were qualified by the Speaker adminis- 
|| tering to them the usual oath to support the Con- 
|| stitution of the United States 

Mr. TUCK presented the memorial of Jarep 

|| Perkins, contesting the seat claimed by George | 
| W. Morrison, a Representative from the 3d Con- | 
gressional District of New Hampshire; which 
| was referred to the Committee of Elections. 
| "The question was then taken on the resolution 
|of Mr. Hirtuiarp, and it was adopted; and the 
Speaker appointed Messrs. Hituianp, McDow- 
ELL, and Durer, the committee on the part of the 


| 
| House. 
} 
}} 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas, submitted the 
following resolution: 


| 
Resolved, That the Clerk of the House, immediately after 
|; the passage of this resolution, place in a box the name of | 
| each member and delegate of the House of Representatives | 
| upon a separate piece of paper; that he then proceed, in the | 
|| presence of the House, to draw from said box, one at a time, | 
|| said pieces of paper, and as such is drawn he shall announce 
|| the name of the member upon it, who shall then choose his 
| seat for the present session: Provided, That before said 
drawing shall commence, the Speaker shall cause every 
seat to be vacated, and shall see that each seat continues 
vacant until it is selected ander this order. 


| 

Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, inquired of the 
| Speaker whether the Delegates from the Territories 
| were included within the resolution. 





| The SPEAKER replied in the negative. | 
Mr, STEPHENS, of Georgia. I will move to || 





Mr. JOHNSON. I shall certainly object to 


that amendment. It is their misfortune if they are 
not here, and we who are here, and whom this 
|| rule has brought here, are entitled to the first 
choice of seats. If they are unable to get here, 
it is their misfortune. I call for the previous 
| question. 


The call for the previous question was, how- 


ever, waived at the request of 


Mr. SCHENCK, who suggested that the 


amendment should be modified so as to specify the 
|| member from Georgia, to whose case it was mn- 
|| tended to apply. 


Mr. STEPHENS accepted the modification, 


and the resolution was modified by adding the 
following, viz: 


* And that one of the colleagues of Mr. Owen, of Georgia, 


be allowed to select a seat for him, he being sick in this 
city.” 


The call for the previous question was then sec- 


onded,and the main question ordered. 


The amendment to the amendment offered by 


Mr. Evans, of Maryland, was rejected. 


The question recurring on the amendment offered 


by Mr. Srernens, of Georgia, it was put and 
| carried in the affirmative. 


ry’ > 
he resolution as amended was then adopted. 
A message was here received from the Senate, 


by the hands of A. Dicxins, Esq., their Secretary, 
informing the House that the Senate had appointed 
acommittee, to act with such committee as may be 
appointed by the House, to wait on the President 
| of the United States, and inform him that a quo- 


rum of the two Houses had assembled, and were 
ready to receive any communication which he 
might be pleased to make, 


The SPEAKER. Under the rule just adopted, 


the House will proceed at once to draw for seats. 


|| The gentlemen will, however, retain their seata 


for a moment. 

The Chair will state to the House before the 
drawing commences, that under the usual practice 
of the House, the names of all the members are 
placed in a box and drawn. There are, however, 
two newly-elected members, who have not been 
sworn in. The Chair supposes that they are not 


yet members of the House, and has directed t 
| their names be not placed in the box. He desires 
| to place that fact before the House, in order that 
| he may be corrected if he is in error. 


Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia. I hope their 
names will be put in if they are present. 
The SPEAKER. But they are not present, 


| and could not select their seats even if their names 


were drawn. 
The members all vacated their seats and re- 


| paired to the area in frontof the Speaker’s chair 


The SPEAKER. I have to request that the 
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gentlemen, when their names are drawn, will im- 
mediately take their seats, and remain in them, to 
avoid confusion, until the process is completed. 

The drawing was then commenced and pro- | 
ceeded in to completion, The process occupied 
about an hour sad a half. 


THE MESSAGE. 


Mr. HILLIARD, from the committee appointed | 
on the part of the House of the joint comfnittee | 
to wait on the President of the United States, | 
stated that the committee had discharged the duty 
assigned them, and that the President had replied 
that he would send a communication to Poth 
Houses of Congress immediately. 

A message in writing was then received from 
the President of the United States, by the hands 
of Mittarp P. Firtmore, his Private Secretary. 

The SPEAKER, no objection being made, laid 
the message before the House; and it was read, as 
follows: 

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate 
and of the House of Representatives: 

seing suddenly called, in the midst of the last | 
session of Congress, by a painful dispensation of | 
Divine Providence, to the responsible station which | 
I now hold, I contented myself with such commu- | 
nications to the Legislature as the exigency of the | 
moment seemed to require. ‘The country was 
shrouded in mourning for the loss of its venerated 
Chief Magistrate, and all hearts were penetrated 
with grief. Neither the time nor the occasion ap- 
peared to require or to justify, on my part, any 
general expression of political opinions, or any | 

| 
| 





announcement of the principles which would gov- | 
ern me in the discharge of the duties to the per- 
formance of which I had been so unexpectedly | 
ealled. I trust, therefore, that it may not be 
deemed inappropriate, if | avail myself of this op- | 
ee of the reassembling of Congress to make | 

nown my sentiments, in a general manner, in re- | 
gard to the policy which ought to be pursued by | 
the Government, both in its intercourse with for- | 
eign nations, and in its management and adminis- | 
tration of internal affairs. | 

Nations, like individuals in a state of nature, | 
are equal and independent, possessing certain 
rights, and owing certain duties to each other, 
arising from their necessary and unavoidable rela- 
tions; which rights and duties there is no common 
human authority to protect and enforce. Stull, 
they are rights and duties, binding in morals, in 
conscience, and in honor, although there is no tri- 
bunal to which an injured party can appeal but the 
disinterested Selinant of taiaialed, ond ultimately 
the arbitrament of the sword. 

Among the acknowledged rights of nations is | 
that, which each possesses of establishing that | 
form of government which it may deem most con- | 
ducive to the happiness and prosperity of its own | 
citizens; of changing that form, as circumstances | 
may require; and of managing its internal affairs 
according to its own will. The people of the 
United States claim this right for themselves, and 
they readily concede it to others. Hence it be- 
comes an imperative duty not to interfere in the | 
government or internal policy of other nations; 
and, although we may sympathize with the unfor- | 
tunate or the oppressed, every where, in their strug- 
gies for freedom, our principles forbid us from 
taking any part in such foreign contests. We 
make no wars to promote or to prevent successions 
to thrones; to maintain any theory of a balance of 
power; or to suppress the actual government which 
any country chooses to establish for itself. We 
instigate no revolutions, nor suffer any hostile 
military expeditions to be fitted out in the United 
States to invade the territory or provinces of a 
friendly nation, The great law of morality ought | 
te have a national, as well as a personal and indi- | 
vidual, application. We should act towards other | 
nations as we wish them to act towards us; and | 
j\ggee and conscience should form the rule of con- | 
du@t between governments, instead of mere power, | 
self-interest, or the desire of aggrandizement. To 
maintain a striet neutrality in foreign wars, to cul- | 
trvate friendly relations, to reciprocate every noble | 
and generous act, and to perform punctually and | 
scrupulously every treaty obligation—these are the 
duties which we owe to other States, and by the 
ee of which we best entitle ourselves to | 
tke treatment from them; or if that, in any case, || 
be refused, we can enforce our own rights with || 


justice and a clear conscience. li 





In our domestic policy, the Constitution will be 
my guide; and in questions of doubt, I shall look 
for its interpretation to the judicial decisions of 
that tribanal, which was established to expound 


| it,and to the usage of the Government, sanctioned | 


| by the acquiescence of the country. 
its provisions as equally binding. 
it is the will of the people, expressed in the most 
solemn form, and the constituted authorities are 
but agents to carry that will into effect. Every 


power which it has granted is to be exercised for | 


the public good; but no pretence of utility, no 
honest conviction, even, of 

dient, can justify the assumption of any power 
not granted. The powers conferred upon the 
Government and their distribution to the several 


what might be expe- | 


departments, are as clearly expressed in that sa- | 


cred instrument as the imperfection of human lan- 


guage will allow; and I deem it my first duty, not | 


| evade its requirements, or nullify its commands. 


to ne its wisdom, add to its provisions, | 


Upon you, fellow-citizens, as the representa- | 
tives of the States and the people, is wisely de- | 


volved the legislative power. I shall comply with 
my duty, in laying before you, from time to time, 
any information calculated to enable you to dis- 





| ability, and to the extent of the power vested in a 


I regard all | 
In all its parts | 


| eate with which 


charge your high and responsible trust, for the || 


benefit of our common constituents. 


My opinions will be frankly expressed upon the | 


leading subjects of legislation; and if, which I do 


not anticipate, aL act should pass thetwo Houses | 
i 


| of Congress whic 
tutional, or an encroachment on the just powers 
of other departments, or with provisions baatily 
adopted, and likely oo ponies consequences inju- 
rious and unforeseen, I should not shrink from the 


should appear to me unconsti- | 


duty of returning it to you, with my reasons, for | 


|| your further consideration. ee the due per- 


formance of these constitutional obligations, both 


my respect for the legislature and my sense of | 


propriety will restrain me from any attempt to 


control or influence your proceedings. With you | 


is the power, the honor, and the responsibility of 
the legislation of the country. 


ited Government. It is confined to the exercise of 
owers expressly granted, and such others as may 
™ necessary for carrying those powers into ef- 
| fect; and it is at all times an especial duty to guard 
against any infringement on the just rights of the 
States. Over the objects and subjects intrusted to 
| Congress, its legislative authority is supreme. But 
| here that authority ceases, and every citizen who 
truly loves the Constitution, and desires the econ- 
tinuance of its existence and its blessings, will res- 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


} 


ec. 2, 





I shall at all times, and in all 
the laws be faithfully executed. In the discharos 
of this duty, solemnly imposed upon me by the 
Constitution, and by my oath of office, I ‘shaij 
shrink from no responsibility, and shall endeayor 
to meet events as they may arise, with firmness 
as wall as with prudence and discretion, F 

The appointing power is one of the most deli- 
e Executive is invested. | re. 
gard it as a sacred trust, to be exercised with the 
sole view of advancing the prosperity and happi- 
ness of the people. It shall be my effort to elevate 
the standard of official employment, by selecting fo, 
places of importance individuals fitted for the posts 
to which they areassigned, by their known intec- 
rity, talents, and virtues. In so extensive a oun. 
try, with so great a emery and where few 
persons appointed to office can be known to the 
appointing power, mistakes will sometimes una- 
voidably happen, and unfortunate appointments 
be made, notwithstanding the greatest care. [py 
such cases, the power of removal may be properly 
exercised; and neglect of duty or malfeasance jp 
office will be no more tolerated in individuals ap- 
pointed by myself than in those appointed by 
others. ; 

Iam happy in being able to say that no unfa- 
vorable change in our foreign relations has taken 
place since the message at the opening of the last 
session of Congress. We are at peace with all 
nations, and we enjoy im an eminent degree the 
blessings of that peace, in a prosperous and grow- 
ing commerce, and in all the forms of amicable 
national intercourse. The unexampled growth of 
the country, the present amount of its population, 
and its ample means of self-protection, assure for 
it the respect of all nations; while it is trusted that 


ces, take care that 


| its character for justice, and a regard to the rights 


of other States, will cause that respect to be readily 
and cheerfully paid. 

A convention was negotiated between the Uni- 
ted States and Great Britain, in April last, for 


| facilitating and protecting the construction of a 
The Government of the United States is a lim- |! 


| since been ratified 


ship canal between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, 
aa for other purposes. This instrument has 
the contracting parties, the 
exchange of ratifications has been effected, and 


| proclamation thereof has been duly made. 


olutely and firmly resist any interference in those | 


domestic affairs, which the Constitution has clear- | 


| 


ly and unequivocally left to the exclusive author- | 


ity of the States. And every such citizen will 


also deprecate useless irritation among the several | 


members of the Union, and all reproach and crim- 
ination tending to alienate one portion of the coun- 
try from another. 


must consist, in avoiding mutual collisions, and 
encroachments, and in the regular separate action 
of all, while each is revolving in its own distinct 
orbit. 

The Constitution has made it the duty of the 
President to take care that the laws be faithfull 
executed. In a Government like ours, in which 


atives of the people, and these representatives are 
chosen for such short periods, that any injurious 


or obnoxious law can very soon be repealed, it | 


would appear unlikely that any great numbers 
should be found ready to resist the execution of 
the laws. But it must be borne in mind that the 
country is extensive, that there may be local in- 
terests or prejudices rendering a law odious in one 
part, which is not so in another, and that the 
thoughtless and inconsiderate, misled by their pas- 
sions, or their imaginations, may be induced 
madly to resist such laws as they disapprove. 
Such persons should recollect that, without law, 
there can be no real practical liberty; that, when 
law is trampled under foot, tyranny rules, whether 
it appears in the form of a ae despotism orof 
popular violence. The law isthe only sure protection 
of the weak, and the only efficient restraintupon the 
strong. When impartially and faithfully Admin- 
istered, none is. beneath its protection, and none 
above its control. You, gentlemen, and the coun- 
try may be assured, that to the utmost of my 


The beauty of our system of || 
government consists, and its nee and durability | 





In addition to the stipulations contained in this 


| convention, two other objects remain to be accom- 


| 
| 


| 





| would be indefinitel 
all laws are passed by a majority of the represent- || 


plished between the contracting powers. 

First, the designation and establishment of a 
free port at each end of the canal. 

Second, an agreement fixing the distance from 
the shore within which belligerent maritime oper- 
ations shall not be carried on. On these points 
there is little doubt that the two Governments will 
come to an understanding. , 

The company of citizens of the United States 
who have acquired from the State of Nicaragua 
the privilege of constructing a ship canal between 
the two oceans, through the territory of that State, 
have made progress in their preliminary arrange- 
ments. The — between the United States and 
Great Britain, of the 19th of April last, above re- 


|| ferred to, being now in operation, it is to be hoped 


that the guarantees which it offers will be sufficient 
to secure the completion of the work with all prac- 
ticable expedition. It is. obvious that this result 
postponed, if any other than 
peaceful measures, for the purpose of harmonizing 
conflicting claims to territory in that quarter, 
should be adopted. It will consequently be my 
endeavor to cause any further negotiations on the 
part of this Government, which may be requisite 
for this purpose, to be so conducted as to bring 
them to a speedy and successful close. a 
Some unavoidable delay has occurred, arising 
from distance and the difficulty of intercourse be- 
tween this Government and that of Nicaragua, 
but, as intelligence has just been received of the 
appointment of an Envoy Extraordinary and Min- 
ister Plenipotentiary of that Government to reside 
at Washington, whose arrival may soon be ex- 
pected, it is hoped that no further impediments 
will be experienced in the prompt transaction of 
business between the two Governments. 
Citizens of the United States have undertaken 
the connection of the two- oceans by means of a 
railroad across the Isthmus of Tehuantepec, under 
grants of the Mexican Government to a citizen of 
that Republic. It is understood that a thorough 
survey of the course of the communication is 1n 
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1850. 
preparation, and there is every reason to expect 
that it will be prosecuted with characteristic en- | 
ergy, especially when that Government shall have 
consented to such stipulations with the Govern- 
ment of the United States as may be necessary to 
jmpart a feeling of security to those who may em- | 
bark their property in the enterprise. a 
tions are pending for the accomplishment of that 
object, and a hope is confidently entertained that, 
when the Government of Mexico shall become 
duly sensible of the advantages which that country 
cannot fail to derive from the work, and learn that 
the Government of the United States desires that 
the right of sovereignty of Mexico in the isthmus 
shall remain unimpaired, the stipulations referred 
to will be agreed to with alacrity. 

By the last advices from Mexico it would appear, 
however, that that Government entertains strong 
objections to some of the stipulations which the 
yarties concerned in the project of the railroad 
deem necessary for their protection and security, 
Further F aeiliesine, it is to be hoped, or some 
modification of terms, may yet reconcile the dif- 


ferences existing between the two Governments in | 


this respect. 

Fresh instructions have recently been given to 
the Minister of the United States in Mexico, who 
is prosecuting the subject with prompiitude and 
ability. 

Although the negotiations with Portugal, for 
the payment of claims of citizens of the United 
States against that Government, have not yet re- 
sulted in a formal treaty, yet a proposition made 
by the Government of Portugal for the final ad- 
justment and payment of those claims, has, re- 
cently been accepted on the part of the Unfited 
States. It gives me pleasure to say that Mr. Clay, 
to whom the negotiation on the part of the United 
States had been intrusted, Besbaried the duties 
of his appointment with ability and discretion, 
acting always within the instructions of his Gov- 
ernment, 

It is expected that a regular convention will be 
immediately negotiated for carrying the agree- 
ment between the two Governments into effe¢t. 

The commissioner appointed under the act of 
Congress for carrying into effect the convention 
with Brazil, of the 27th of January, 1849, has en- 
tered upon the performance of the duties imposed 
upon him by that act. It is hoped that those du- 
ties may be completed within the time which it 
prescribes. The documents, however, which the 
lapelial Government, by the third article of the 
convention, stipulates to furnish to the Government 
of the United States, have not yet been received. 
As it is presumed that those documents will be es- 
sential for the correct disposition of the claims, it 
may become necessary for Congress to extend the 
eriod limited for the duration of the commission. 

he sum stipulated by the 4th article of the con- 
vention to be paid to this Government has been 
received. 


| 


to the United States, and the delicate questions in- 
volved in the existiz j 
desirable that it should be permanently and speedi- 
ly adjusted. The interests of humanity and of 
general commerce also demand this; and, as inti- 
mations of the same sentiment huve been received 
from other Governments, it is hoped that some 
plan may soon be devised to e‘fect the object in a 
manner likely to give general satisfaction. 
Government of the United States will not fail, b 
the exercise of all proper friendly offices, to do all 
in its power to put an end to the destructive war 
which has raged between the different parts of the 
Island, and to secure to them both the benefits of 
peace and commerce. 


The | 


I refer you to the report of the Secretary of the | 


Treasury for a detailed statement of the finances. 

The total receipts into the Treasury, for the 
year ending 30th — last, were forty-seven mil- 
lion four hundred and twenty-one thousand seven 
hundred and forty-eight dollars and ninety cents, 
($47,421,748 90.) 

The total expenditures during the same period 
were forty-three million two thousand one hun- 
dred and sixty-eight dollars and ninety cents, 
($43,002,168 90.) 

The public debt has been reduced, since the last 


| annual repert from the Treasury Department, four 


hundred and ninety-five thousand two hundred 
and seventy-six dollars and seventy-nine cents, 
($495,276 79.) 


By the 19th section of the act of 28th January, 


1847, the proceeds of the sales of the public lands | 


were pledged for the interest and principal of the 
public debt. The great amount of those lands sub- 
sequently granted by Congress for military boun- 
ties, will, it is believed, very nearly supply the 
yublic demand for several years to come, and but 
little reliance can, therefore, be placed on that hith- 


| erto fruitful source of revenue. 


The collection in the ports of the United States | 
of discriminating duties upon the vessels of Chili || 


and their cargoes has been suspended, pursuant 
to the provisions of the act of Congress of the 
24th of May, 1828. 
measure will impart a fresh impulse to the com- 
merce between the two countries, which, of late, 


It is to be hoped that this | 


and especially since our acquisition of California, | 


has, to the mutual advantages of the parties, been 
much augmented. 

Peruvian guano has become so desirable an arti- 
ele to the agricultural interest of the United States, 
that it is the duty of the Government to employ 
all the means properly in its power for the purpose 
of causing that article to be imported into the 
country at a reasonable price. Nothing will be 
omitted on my part towards accomplishing this 
desirable end. ps persuaded that in removing 
any restraints on this traffic, the Peruvian Gov- 
ernment will promote its own best interests, while 
it will afford a proof of a friendly disposition to- 
wards this country, which will be duly apprecia- 


ted 


The treaty between the United States and His 


Majesty the King of the Hawaiian Islands, which | 
has recently been made public, will, it is believed, || 


have a beneficial effect upon the relations between 
the two countries. 

The relations between those parts of the Island 
of St. Domingo, which were formerly colonies of 
Spain and France, respectively, are still in an un- 


Aside from the permanent annual expenditures, 
which have necessarily largely increased, a por- 
tion of the public debt, amounting to eight million 
seventy-five thousand nine hundred and eighty- 


| six dollars and fifty-nine cents ($8,075,986 59) 


must be provided for within the next two fiscal 
years. It is most desirable that these accruing 
demands should be met without resorting to new 


| loans. 


All experience has demonstrated the wisdom 
and policy of raising a large portion of revenue, 
for the support of Government, from duties on 
goods imported. The power to lay these duties 
is unquestionable, and its chief object, of course, 
is to replenish the Treasury. But if, in doing 


| this, an incidental advantage may be gained by 


encouraging the industry of our own citizens, it is 
our duty to avail ourselves of that advantage. 

A duty laid upon an article which cannot be 
produced in this country—-such as tea or coffee— 
adds to the cost of the article, and is chiefly or 
wholly paid by the consumer. But a duty laid 
upon an article which may be produced here, 
stimulates the skill and industry of our own coun- 
try to produce the same article, which is brought 


| into the market in competition with the foreign ar- 


ticle, and the importer is thus compelled to reduce 
his price to that, at which the domestic article can 
be sold, thereby throwing a part of the duty upon 
the producer of the foreign article. The continu- 
ance of this process creates the skill, and invites 


| the capital, which finally enable us to produce the 


article much cheaper than it could have been pro- 


|| cured from abroad, thereby benefiting both the 


| producer and the consumer at home. 


| whole country becomes prosperous; 


The conse- 
quence of this is, that the artisan, end the agri- 
culturist, are brought together, each affords a 
ready market for the produce of the other, the 
and the 
ability to produce every necessary of life renders 
us independent in war as well as in peace. 

A high tariff can never be permanent. It will 
eause dissatisfaction and will be changed. It ex- 
cludes competition, and thereby invites the invest- 
ment of capital in manufactures to such excess, 
that when changed it brings distress, bankruptcy, 
and ruin, upon all who have been misled by its 
faithless protection. What the manufacturer wants, 
is uniformity and permanency, that he may feel a 


_ confidence that he is not to be ruined by sudden 


| changes. 


But to make a tariff uniform and per- 


| manent, it is not only necessary that the law 


settled condition. The proximity of that Island | 





should not be altered, but that the duty should not || th led ' 
fluctuate. To effect this, all duties should be spe- || the provisions Of the Constitution. As this can- 
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| cific, wherever the nature of the article is such as 
controversy therg, render it 


to admit of it. Ad valorem duties fluctuate with 
the price, and offer strong temptations to fraud 
and perjury. Specific duties, on the contrary, are 
| equal and uniform in all ports, and at all umes, 
and offer a strong inducement to the importer to 
| bring the best article, as he pays no more duty 
upon that, than upon one of inferior quality. 

therefore strongly recommend a modification of 
the present tariff, which has prostrated some of our 
| most important and necessary manufactures, and 


\| that specific duties be imposed sufficient to raise 


the requisite revenue, making such discrimination 
in favor of the industrial pursuits of our own 
| country as to encourage home production, without 

excluding foreign competition. It is also impor- 
| tant that an unfortunate provision in the present 

tariff, which imposes a much higher duty upon 
| the raw material that enters into our manufactures 
than upon the manufactured article, should be 
remedied. 

The papers accompanyiig the report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury will disclose frauds at- 
tempted upon the revenue, in variety and amount 
so great, as to justify the conclusion that it is im- 

yossible, under any system of ad valorem duties 
|| levied upon the foreign cost or value of the article, 
to secure an honest observance and an effectual ad- 
| ministration of the laws. The fraudulent devices 
| to evade the law, which have been detected by the 
| vigilance of the appraisers, leave no room to doubt 
that similar impositions not discovered, to a large 
amount, have been successfully practised since the 
enactment of the law now in force. This state of 
things has already had a prejudicial influence upon 
those engaged in foreign commerce. It has a tend- 
ency to drive the honest trader from the business 
of importing, and to throw that important branch 
of employment into the hands of unscrupulous 
i} and dishonest men, who are alike regardless of 
law and the obligations of an oath. By these 
means the plain intentions of Congress, as ex- 
pressed in the law, are daily defeated. Every mo- 
tive of policy and duty, therefore, impel me to ask 
the earnest attention of Congress to this subject. 
| If Congress should deem it unwise to attempt any 
| important changes in the system of levying duties 
at this session, it will become indispensable to the 
protection of the revenue that such remedies, as 
| in the judgment of Congress may mitigate the 
evils complained of, should be at once applied. 

As before stated, specific duties would, in my 
opinion, afford the most perfect remedy for this 
evil; but, if you should nei concur in this view, 
then, as a partial remedy, I beg leave respectfully 
to recommend that, instead of taking the invoice 
of the article abroad as a means of determining its 
value here, the correctness of which invoice it is 
in many cases impossible to verify, the law be so 
changed as to require a home valuation or ap- 
praisal, to be regulated in such manner as to give, 
| as far practicable, uniformity in the several ports, 

There being no mint in California, I am in- 
| formed that the laborers in the mines are com- 
| pelled to dispose of their gold dust at a large dis- 
| count. This appears to me to be a heavy and 

unjust tax upon the labor of those employed in 
| extracting this precious metal; and I doubt not 
| you will be disposed, at the earliest period possi- 
| ble, to relieve them from it by the establishment of 
|}amint. In the mean time, as an assayer’s office 
| is established there, I would respectfully submit 
| for your consideration the propriety of author- 
| izing gold bullion, which has been assayed and 
| stamped, to be received in payment of Govern- 

ment dues. I cannot conceive that the Treasur 
would suffer any loss by such a provision, which 
| will at once raise bullion to its par value, and 
| thereby save (if I am rightly informed) many 
| millions of dollars to the laborers which are now 
paid in brokerage to convert this precious metal 
into available funds. This discount upon their 
hard earnings is a heavy tax, and every effort 
should be made by the Government to relieve 
them from so great a burden. 

More than three fourths of our population are 
engaged in the cultivation of the soil. The com- 
mercial, manufacturing, and navigating interests 
are all, to a great extent, dependent on the agri- 
| cultural. It is, therefore, the most important in- 
| terest of the nation, and has a just claim to the 
| fostering care and protection of the Government, 
so far as they can be extended consistent!y with 
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not be done by the ordinary modes of legislation, 
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I respectfully recommend the establishment of an | 


Agricultural Bureau, to be charged with the duty || largemengs of our boundaries are estimated to em- || country to maintain and honor those who, 


of giving to this leading branch of American in- 
dustry the encouragement which it so well de- 
serves. In view of the immense mineral resources 
of our country, provision should also be made for 
the employment of a competent mineralogist and 


chemist, who should be required, under the direc- | 


tion of the head of the bureau, to collect specimens | 


of the various minerals of our country, and to 
ascertain, by careful analysis, their respective 
elements and properties, and their adaptation to 
useful purposes. He should also be required to 
examine and report upon the qualities of different 
soils, and the manures best calealetsd to improve 
their productiveness. By publishing the results 
of such experiments, with suitable explanations, 
and by the collection and distribution of rare 
seods and plants, with instructions as to the best 
system of cultivation, much may be done to pro- 
mote this great national interest. 


In compliance with the act of Congress, passed | 


on the 23d of May, 1850, providing, among other 


things, for taking the seventh census, a superin- | 


tendent was appointed, and all other measures 
adopted which were deemed necessary to insure 
the prompt and See of that duty. 
‘The appropriation alrea 

be sufficient to defray the whole expense of the 
work; but further legislation may be necessary in 
regard to the compensation of some of the miitohiel 
of the Territories. It will also be proper to make 
provision by law, at an early day, for the publica- 
tion of such abstracts of the returns as the public 


‘interests may require, 


The unprecedented growth of our Territories on 


the Pacific in wealth and population, and the con- | 


sequent increase of their social and commercial re- 
lations with the Atlantic States, seem to render 
it the duty of the Government to use all its consti- 


tutional power to improve the means of intercourse | 
with them. The importance of opening “a line of | 


communication, the best and most expeditious of 
which the nature of the country will admit,’’ be- 


: a ani he . | 
tween the valley of the Mississippi and the Pacific, | 
was brought to your notice by my predecessor, in | 
his annual message; and as the reasons which he | 


presented in favor of the measure still exist in full 
force, | beg leave to call your attention to them, 
and to repeat the recommendations then made by 
him, 

The uncertainty which exists in regard to the va- 
lidity of land titles in California is a subject which 
demands your early consideration. Large bodies 


of Jand in that State are claimed under grants said | 


to have been made by authority of the Spanish and 
Mexican Governments. Many of these have not 


heen perfeeted, others have been revoked, and some | 


are believed to be fraudulent. But until they shall 
have been judicially investigated, they will continue 


to retard the settlement and improvement of the | 


eountry. I, therefore, respectfully recommend that 
provision be made by law, for the ace oe of 
commissioners to examine all such claims with a 
view to their final adjustment. 


I also beg leave to call yourattention to the pro- | 


priety of extending, at an early day, our system 


of land laws, with such modifications as may be | 


necessary, over the State of Californiaand the Ter- 
ritories of tah and New Mexico. 
Jands of California will, of course, form an excep- 
tion to any general system which may be adopted. 
Various methods of disposing of them bite bens 


suceested. I was at first inclined to favor the sys- | 


tem of leasing, as it seemed to promise the largest 
revenue to the Government and to afford the best 
security against monopolies; but further reflection, 
and our experience in leasing the lead mines and 
selling lends upon credit, have brought my mind 
to the conclusion that there would be great diffi- 
eulty in collecting the rents, and that the relation 
of debtor and ereditor, between the citizens and 
the Government, would be attended with many 
mischievous consequences. I therefore recom- 
mend that, instead of retaining the mineral lands 
under the permanent control of the Government, 
tirey he divided into small parcels and sold, under 
such restrictions, as to quantity and time, as will 


insure the best price, and guard most effectually | 
against combinations of capitalists to ebtain mo- 


nopolies. 
‘he annexation of Texas and the acquisition of 
California and New Mexico have given increased 


pape aneataniaiee = sesecnamssas as 


made will, it is believed, | 
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importance to our Indian relations. The various | have been particularly conspicuous for gallant; 
tribes brought under our jurisdiction by these en- || and good conduct, While the obligation of the 
to th 
| brace a population of one hundred and twenty- || exclusion of other pursuits, have devoted hae 
| four thousand. selves to its arduous service, this obligation shou\ 
Texas and New Mexico are surrounded by || not be permitted to interfere with the efficiency of 
| powerful tribes of Indians, who are a source of || the service itself. 
constant terror and annoyance to the inhabitants. | I am gratified in being able to state, that the 
Separating into small predatory bands, and always | estimates of expenditure for the navy in the ensy. 


mounted, they overrun the country, devastating | 
farms, destroying crops, driving off whole herds 
of cattle, and occasionally murdering the inhabit- | 
ants or carrying them into captivity. ‘The great 
roads leading into the country are infested with 
them, whereby traveling is rendered extremely 
dangerous, and immigration is almost entirely ar- 
rested. The Mexican frontier, which, by the 


| 


| ing year are less, by more than one million of dol- 
| lars, than those of the present, excepting the ap. 
| propriation which may become necessary for the 
| construction of a dock on the coast of the Pacifi- 
propositions for which are now being considered. 
and on which a special report may be expected 
| early in your present session. _ 
There is an evident justness in the suggestion 


} 


llth article of the treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, | of the same report, that 2 AC een for the 
we are bound to protect against the Indians within || naval service proper should be separated from 
our border, is exposed to these incursions equally || those for fixed and permanent objects, such as 
with our own. The military force stationed in that || building docks and navy-yards, and the fixtures 
country (although forming a large proportion of | attached; and from the extraordinary objects under 
our army) is represented as entirely inadequate to | the care of the Department which, however jyy- 








The mineral | 








the own protection and the fulfillment San aaa 
stipulations with Mexico. The principal defi- 


ciency is in cavalry, and I recommend that Con- || 


gress should, at as early a period as practicable, | 
provide for the raising of one or more regiments | 
of mounted men. 

For further suggestions on this subject, and 
others connected with our domestic interests, and | 
the defence of our frontier, I refer you to the re- 
port of the Secretary of the Interior and of the | 
Secretary of War. 

I commend also to your favorable consideration 
the suggestion contained in the last-mentioned re- | 
port, and inthe letter of the General-in-Chief, rela- 
tive to the establishment of an asylum for the relief 
of disabled and destitute soldiers. This subject 
appeals so strongly to your sympathies that it 
would be superfluous in me to say anything more, 
than barely to express my cordial approbation of | 
the proposed object. | 

7) 
commerce and other national interests in the dif- | 
ferent quarters of the globe, and, with the excep- 
tion of a single steamer on the northern lakes, the | 
vessels in commission are distributed in six differ- | 
ent squadrons. 


several vessels employed in each during the past | 
year. It is a source of gratification that, while | 
they have been constantly prepared for any hos- | 
tile emergency, they have everywhere met with | 
the respect and courtesy, due as well to the dig- | 
nity as to the peaceful dispositions and just pur- | 
oses of the nation. 
The two brigantines accepted by the Govern- | 
ment from a generous citizen of New York, and 
placed under the command of an officer of the | 
navy, to proceed to the Arctic seas in quest of the | 
British commander, Sir John Franklin, and his 
companions, in compliance with the act’of Con- 
gress, approved in May last, had, when last heard 
from, penetrated into a high northern latitude; | 
but the success of this noble and humane enter- 
prise is yet uncertain, 
I invite your attention to the view of our pres- 
ent naval establishment and resources presented in | 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy, and the | 


suggestions therein made for its improvement, || 


together with the naval policy recommended for | 
the security of our Pacife coast, and the protec- 
tion and extension of our commerce with Eastern | 
Asia. Our facilities for a larger participation in | 
the trade of the East, by means of Wer recent set- 


tlements on the shores of the Pacific, are too obvi- , 
ous to be overlooked or disregarded. 


The questions in relation to rank in the army 
and navy, and relative rank between officers of 


Representatives, at the last session of Congress, 
have been submitted to a board of officers in each 


| branch of the service, and their report may be ex- 


pected at an early day. 

I also earnestly recommend the enactment of a 
law authorizing officers of the army and navy to 
be retired from the service, when incompetent for 
its vigorous and active duties, taking care to make 
suitable provision for those who have faithfully 
served their country, and awarding distinctions, by 
retaining in appropriate commands those who 


1€ Navy continues to give protection to our || 


the two branches of the service, presented to the 1 when prepaid, an 


Executive by certain resolutions of the House of | He also recommends that the prepaid rate sh 
| reduced to two cents whenever the revenues 0 


|| Department, after the reduction, shall exceed its 


'| age on newspapers, pamphlets, 
| other printed matter, shall 


| portant, are not essentially naval. 

A revision of the code for the government of the 
navy seems to require the immediate considera. 
tion of Congress. Its system of crimes and pun- 
ishments had undergone no change for half a cen- 
tury, until the last session, though its defects haye 
been often and ably pointed out, and the abolition 
of a particular species of corporal punishment, 
which then took place, without providing any sub- 
| stitute, has left the service in a state of defectiye- 
ness, which calls for prompt correction. I there- 
fore recommend that the whole subject be revised 
witout delay, and such a system established for 
the enforcement of discipline, as shall be at once 
| humane and effectual. 

| ‘The accompanying report of the Postmaster 
| General, presents a satisfactory view of the opera- 

tions and condition of that Department. 

| At the close of the last fiseal year, the length of 
the inland mail routes in the United States (not 
embracing the service in Oregon and California) 
| was one hundred and sevent -eight thousand six 
| hundred ana seventy-two miles; the annual trans- 
portation thereon forty-six million five hundred 
and forty-one thousand four hundred and twenty- 


|| three miles; and the annual cost of such transport- 
The report of the head of that Department will |) 
exhibit the services of these squadrons, and of the |) 


ation two millions seven hundred and twenty-four 
thousand four hundred and twenty-six dollars. 

The increase of the annual transportation over 
that of the preceding year, was three millions nine 
hundred and ninety-seven thousand three hundred 
and fifty-four miles, and the increase in cost was 
three hundred and forty-two thousand four hua- 
dred and forty dollars. 

The number of post offices in the United States, 
on the first day of July last, was eighteen thou- 
sand four hundred oar seventeen—being an in- 
| crease of sixteen hundred an seventy during the 
preceding year. 


| 
| The gross revenues of the Department for the 


| fiscal year ending June 30th, 1850, amounted to 
| five millions five hundred and fifty-two thousand 
nine hundred and seventy-one dollars and forty- 
eight cents, including the annual appropriation ot 
two hundred thousand dollars for the franked 


‘| matter of the Departments, and excluding the 


foreign postages collected for and payable to the 
| British Government. 
The expenditures for the same period were five . 
| millions two hundred and twelve thousand nine 
hundred and fifty-three dollars and forty-three 
_cents—leaving a balance of revenue over expendi- 
ture of three hundred and forty thousand and 
eighteen dollars and five cents. ~ 
I am happy to find that the fiscal condition of 
the Department is such as to justify the Postmas- 
ter General in recommending the reduction of our 
| inland letter postage to three cents the single letter 


fi ts when not prepaid. 
ve cents ape 


f the 


|| expenditures by more than five per cent. for two 


] consecutive years; that the postage upoR Califor- 


nia and other letters sent by our oeean steamers 


shall be much reduced; and that the rates of post- 
riodicals, and 


be modified, and some 

| reduction thereon made. 
It cannot be doubted that the proposed reduc- 
tions will, for the present, diminish the revenues 
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of the Department. It is believed that the defi- 
ciency, oe the surplus already accumulated shall 
be exhausted, may be almost wholly met, either 
by abolishing the existing privileges of sending 
free matter through the mails, or by paying out of 
the Treasury to the Post Office Department a sum 
equivalent to the ie of which it is deprived 
by such privileges. The last is supposed to be 
the preferable mode, and will, if not entirely, so 
nearly supply that deficiency as to make any fur- 
ther appropriation that may be found necessary so 
inconsiderable as to form no obstacle to the pro- 
posed reductions, . 

I entertain no doubt of the authority of Con- 
gress to make appropriations for leading objects in 
that class < e works comprising what are 
usually called works of internal improvement. 
This authority I suppose to be derived chiefly 
from the power of regulating commerce with for- 
eign nations, and among the States, and the power 
of laying and collecting imposts. Where com- 
merce is to be carried on, and imposts collected, 
there must be ports and harbors, as well as 
wharves and custom-houses. If ships, laden with 
valuable cargoes, approach the shore, or sail along 
the coast, light-houses are necessary at suitable 
points for the protection of life and property. 
Other facilities and securities for commerce and 
navigation are hardly less important; and those 
clauses of the Constitution, therefore, to which I 
have referred, have received from the origin of the 
Government a liberal and beneficial eonstruction. 
Not only have light-houses, buoys, and beacons 
been established, and floating lights been main- 
tained, but harbors have been cleared and im- 
proved, piers constructed, and even breakwaters 
for the safety of shipping, and sea-walls to protect 
harbors frora being fihed up and rendered useless, 
by the action of the ocean, have been erected at ve 
greatexpense. And this construction of the Consti- 
tution appears the more reasonable from the con- 
sideration, that if these works, of such evident 


importance and utility, are not to be accomplished | 


by Congress, they cannot be accomplished at all. 
By the adoption of the Constitution the several 
States voluntarily parted with the power of col- 
lecting duties of impost in their own ports; and it 
is not to be expected that they should raise money, 
by internal taxation, direct or indirect, for the 
benefit of that commerce, the revenues derived 
from which do not, either in whole or in part, go 
into their own treasuries. Nor do I perceive any 
difference between the power of Congress to make 
appropriations for objects of this kind on the 


ocean and the power to make appropriations for | 


similar objects on lakes and rivers, wherever they 
are large enough to bear on their waters an ex- 
tensive traffic. The magnificent Mississippi and 
its tributaries, and the vast lakes of the north and 
the northwest, appear to me to fall within the ex- 
ercise of the power, as justly and as clearly as the 
Ocean and the Gulf of Mexico. It is a mistake 
to regard expenditures judiciously made for these 
objects as expenditures for local purposes. The 
sition, or site of the work, is necessarily local; 
but its utility is general. A ship canal around the 
falls of St. Mary of less than a mile in length, 
though local in its construction, would yet be 
national in its purpose and its benefits, as it would 
remove the onl 
more than a thousand miles, affecting several 


States, as well as our commercial relations with | 
So, too, the breakwater at the mouth of | 


Canada. 
the Delaware is erected, not for the exclusive 
benefit of the States bordering on the bay and 
river of that name, but for that of the whole coast- 
wise navigation of the United States, and,§to a 
eonsiderable extent also, of foreign commerce. If 


a ship be lost on the bar at the entrance of a south- | 


ern port for want of sufficient depth of water, it 
is very likely to be a northern ship; and if a 
steamboat be sunk in any part of the Missis- 


sippi, on aceount of its channel not having been | 


oy cleared of obstructions, it may be a boat 
elonging to either of eight or ten States. I may 
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obstruction to a navigation cf | 


ing for one and the same country, and bear con- || Congress in their favor. 
stantly in mind, that our regard and our duty are 
due, not to a particular part only, but to the 





add, as somewhat remarkable, that among az! the 
thirty-one States, there is none that is not, to a 
greater or less extent, bounded on the oceafy, or 
the Gulf of Mexico, or one of the great lakes, or 
some navigable river, 

_ In fulfilling our constitutional duties, fellow-cit- 
izens, on this subject, as in carrying into effect all 
other — conferred by the Constitution, we 
should consider ourselves as deliberating and aet- 




















——— 


It would be strange if 
they had been received with immediate approba- 
|| tion by people and States, prejudiced and heated by 
the exciting controversies of their representatives. 
I believe those measures to have been required by 


whole, 
I therefore recommend that appropriations be 


made for completmmg such works as have been al- | the circumstances and condition of the country. | 


ready begun, and for commencing such others as || believe they were necessary to allay asperities and 
may seem to the wisdom of Congress to be of || animosities that were rapidly alienating one sec- 
public and general importance. || tion of the country from another, and destroying 
The difficulties and delays, incident to the set- || those fraternal sentiments which are the strongest 
tlement of private claims by Congress, amount in || supports of the Constitution. They were adopted 
many cases to denial of justice, There is reason || in the spirit of conciliation, and for the pur- 
to apprehend that many unfortunate creditors of || pose of conciliation. I believe that a great 
the Government have thereby been unavoidably || majority of our fellow-citizens sympathize in that 
ruined, Congress has so much business of a |! spirit, and that purpose, and in the main approve, 
public character, that it is impossible it should || and are prepared, in all pompecia, to sustain these 
give much attention to mere private claims, and || enactments. I cannot doubt that the American 
their accumulation is now so great that many || people, bound together by kindred blood and com- 
claimants must despair of ever being able to ob- || mon traditions, still cherish a paramount regard 
tain a hearing. It may well be doubted whether | for the Union of their fathers; and that they are 
Congress, from the nature of its organization, is || ready to rebuke any attempt to violate its integ- 
oroperly constituted to decide upon such cases. || rity, to disturb the compromises on which it is 
tt is impossible that each member should examine || based, or to resist the laws which have been en- 
the merits of every claim on which he is compelled || acted under its authority. 
to vote; and itis preposterous to ask a judge to de- || The series of measures to which I have alluded 
cide a case which he has never heard. Such decis- || are regarded by me as a settlement, in principle 
ions may, and frequently must, do injustice either || and substance—a final settlement, of the danger- 
to the claimant or the Government, and I a |, ous and exciting subjects which they embraced. 
no better remedy for this growing evil than the || Most of these subjects, indeed, are beyond your 
establishment aunee tribunal to adjudicate upon || reach, as the legislation which disposed of them 
such claims. I beg leave, therefore, most respect- || was, in its character, final, and irrevocable. It 
fully, to recommend that provision be made by law || may be presumed from the — which they 
for the oe of a commission to settle all all encountered that none of those measures were 
private claims against the United States; and, as || free from imperfections, but in their mutual de- 
an ex parte hearing must in all contested cases be || pendence and connection they formed a system of 
very unsatisfactory, I also recommend the ap- || compromise, the most concilitary, and best for the 
pointment of a Solicitor, whose duty it shall be \ entire country, that could be obtained from con- 
to represent the Government before such com- || flicting sectional interests and opinions. 
mission, and protect it against all illegal, fraudu- || For this reason I recommend your adherence to 
lent, or unjust claims, which may be presented for || the adjustment established by those measures, 
their niiatication. || until time and experience shall demonstrate the 
This District, which has neither voice nor vote | necessity of further legislation to guard against 
in your deliberations, looks to you for protection '| evasion or abuse. 
and aid, and I commend all its wants to your || By that adjustment we have been rescued from 
favorable consideration, with a full confidence that the wide and boundless agitation that surrounded 
you will meet them not only with Justice, but with || us, and have a firm, distinct, and legal ground to 
liberality. It should be borne in mind that in this | rest upon. And the occasion, I trust, will justify 
city, laid out by an and consecrated by || me in exhorting my countrymen to rally upon and 
his name, is located the Capitol of our nation, the || maintain that ground as the best, if not the only 
emblem of our Union and the symbol of our great- || means of restoring peace and quiet to the omer 
ness. Here —_ - situated = public a | — maintaining inviolate the integrity of the 
ings necessary for the use of the Government, and || Union. 
all these are exempt from taxation. It should be || And now, fellow-citizens, I cannot bring this 


|| communication to a close without invoking you 


the pride of Americans to render this om at- | 
tractive to the people of the whole Republic, and || to join mein humble and devout thanks to the 


convenient and safe for the transaction of the pub- || Great Ruler of nations, for the multiplied bless- 
lic business and the preservation of the publie || ings which he has graciously bestowed upon us. 
records. The Government should, therefore, bear || His hand, so often visible in our preservation, has 
a liberal proportion of the burdens of all necessary || stayed the pestilence, saved us from foreign wars 
and me re ne 7 aan a -_ a ee and scattered plenty 
contribute more to the health, comfort, and safet throughout the land, 
of the city, and the security of the public build. || Our liberties, religious and civil, have been 
ings and records, than an abundant supply of || maintained; the fountains of knowledge have 
pure water, I respectfully recommend that ‘you || all been —- open, and means of happiness widely 
make such provisions for obtaining the same as || spread and generally enjoyed, greater than have 
in your wisdom you may deem proper. fallen to the lot of any other nation. And, while 
The act passed at your last session, making || woe penetrated with gratitude for the past, let 
certain propositions to Texas for settling the dis- || us hope that his all-wise Providence will so guide 
puted boundary between that State and the Terri- \| our counsels, as that they shall result in giving 
tory of New Mexico, was, immediately on its |! satisfaction to our constituents, securing the peace 
Pete yeywapws'y * rg fa ~ ay Pte || of o come and —e ae ones to the 
of Texas, to be lai im before the General || united Government under which we live. 
Assembly for its anna thereto. Its receipt || MILLARD FILLMORE, 
was duly acknowledged, but no official informa- W asnuincton, December 2, 1850. 
tion has yet been received of the action of the Mr. BAYLY moved that the message be re- 
General Assembly thereon; it may, however, be || ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


very soon expected, as, by the terms of the prop- || of the Union; and that fifteen thousand copies*be 
ositions submitted, they were to have been acted printed for the use of the House. 


upon on or before the Ist day of the present || The SPEAKER inquired whether the gentle- 

month. | man from Virginia intended his motion to include 
It was hardly to have been expected that the se- || the accompanying documents? : 

ries of measures passed at your last session, with || Wr, BAYLY said he intended the motion to 

the view of healing the sectional differences which 


ence | comprehend the message and accompanying doc- 
had sprung from the slavery and territorial ques- || uments, which he believed was the usual motion. 


tions, should at once have realized their beneficent || Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, inquired whether 
purpose. All mutual concession in the nature of | ¢},¢ number proposed was the usual extra num- 
a compromise must necessarily be unweleome to 
men of extreme opinions. And though without || 
such concessions = Car could iw have HARBORS AND RIVERS. 
been formed, and cannot be permanently sus- . a 

tained, yet we have seen them ail the subject of Mr. WENTWORTH. Before the motion is 
bitter controversy in both sections of the Republic. |, put to the House, I wish to say, that if no one 
It required many months of discussion and deliber- || else makes the motion, I will, at the earliest possi- 
ation to secure the coneurrence of a majority of || ble day, move to go into Committee of the Whole 





ber? 
“The CHAIR responded in the affirmative. 
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bill for harbor and river improvements. 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Barty, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. McCLERNAND moved that the House 


urn. ’ 


on the state of the Union, to take up and pass the 


} 


ad j« 
Mr. HAMPTON said he wished to inquire of | 
the Chair, before the question was put, at what 


hour the House would again meet if it now ad- 


journed? 


The CHAIR said that there was no hour fixed. 
Mr. McCLERNAND supposed the adjourn- | 


ment, if carried, would be till twelve o’clock to- 
morrow. 
The CHAIR made a suggestion not heard. 
Mr. HAMPTON moved that the hour of meet- 


ing, until otherwise ordered, be twelve o’clock. 


| President and the House of Representatives that 


The question was put and carried in the affima- || 


tive. 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. McCuernanp, and agreed to; and 

The House adjourned. 


NOTICE OF BILLS, 


Mr. PEASLEE gave notice that he would ask leave to 


introduce a bill to be entitled “* An act for the settlement 


| 


and payment of the claims of the State of New Hampshire || 


for the services of her militia, and for disbursements for 
military purposes during the late war with Great Britain.’’ 
Mr. HALL gave notice of his intention to introduce a 


| President of the United States to notify him of the assem- 


bill granting to the State of Missouri the right of way and | 
a portion of the public domain to aid in the construcjion of | 


a railroad from Hannibal to St. Joseph in said State. 


IN SENATE. 
Monpay, December 2, 1850. 


| two Heuses without delay.”’ 


| the President of the United States by the hands of 


In conformity with the Constitution, the Seec- 


ond Session of the Thirty-First Congress com- | 
menced this day. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. called the Senate to 
order at twelve o’clock, m. 


Prayer by the Chaplain of the Senate, the Rev. | 


C. M. Burier. 
The following Senators were present: 
Maine.—Messrs. Bradbury and Hamlin. 
«New Hampshire.—Messrs. Hale and Norris. 
Vermont.— Messrs. Phelps and Upham. 
Massachusetts.—Messrs. Davis and Winthrop. 
Connecticut.—Messrs. Baldwin and Smith. 
Rhode Island.—Mr. Clarke. 
New York.—Messrs. Dickinson and Seward. 
Pennsylvania.—Messrs. Cooper and Sturgeon. 
Delaware.—Messrs, Spruance and Wales. 
Maryland.—Messrs. Pearce and Pratt. 
Virginia.—Messrs. Hunter and Mason. 


North Carolina.—Messrs. Badger and Mangum. 


Georgia.—Mr. Berrien. 
S 


ent.) 
Ohio.—Messrs. Chase and Ewing. 
Tennessee.—Messrs. Bell and Turney. 
Illinois.—-Mr. Shields. 
Indiana.—Mr. Whitcomb. 
Missouri.—Mr. Benton. 
Michigan.—Messrs. Cass and Felch. 
Florida.—Mr. Morton. 
Iowa.—Messrs. Dodge and Jones. 
Wisconsin.—Messrs. Dodge and Walker. 


On motion by Mr. STURGEON, it was 


Ordered, That the Secretary acquaint the House of Rep- 
resentatives that a quorum of the Senate has assembled, 
wad that the Senate is ready to proceed to business. 


On motion by Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, it was 


Resolved, ‘hat each Senator be supplied during the pres- 
ent session with newspapers as heretofore, not exceeding 
the cost of four daily papers. 

On the motion of Mr. FELCH, it was 

Ordered, That the daily hour of meeting of the Senate 
be twelve o’clock until otherwise ordered. 


A message was received from the House of 


Representatives by R. M. Youne, Esq., its Clerk: | 


“Mr. Parearpenr : I am directed to inform the Senate that 
a quorum of the House of Representatives is assembled and 
is ready to proceed te business. 


On the motion of Mr. BERRIEN, it was 


Resolved, That a committee of two members be ap 


inted 
jointly with such committee as may be appointe : 


by the 


| affirmative. 


|| now in order; when the following nominations 


| Methodist oy 
Methodist Episcopal. 
| TON, Methodist Protestant, 


| Dewey, Congregational. 


| Chaplain. 


| 88; of which 


House of Representatives, to wait upon the President of | 


the United Staies to inform him that a quorum of each 


House has assembled and Congress is ready to receive any | 


conmmunicaton he may be pleased to make. 


On motion by Mr, BERRIEN, it was 
Ordered, That said committee be appointed by the Chair. 
The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Berrien and 


Mr. Dickinson the committee on the part of the 
Senate, 


/ 


| 
1 
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| 


| 
| 


| would not be 


|| should wait until its committee returns. 


| the committee appointed to wait upon the Presi- 


, _ || now proceed to the election of a Chaplain: which 
llabama.—Messrs. Clemens and King, (Presi- || 


' taken their seats at the Clerk’s desk, 


companying documents be printed for the use of the Senate. 


of yesterday was read and approved. 


AL G 


A message was received from the House of Rep- 
resentatives by R. M. Youna, Esq., its Clerk: 


“Mr. Prestpent : I am directed to inform the Senate that 
the House of Representatives has concurred in the resolu- 
tion of the Senate to appoint a joint committee to wait upon 
the President of the United States, and has appointed Mr. 
Hitiiarp, of Alabama, Mr. McDowe tt, of Virginia, and 
Mr. Doer, of New York, the committee on the part of the 
House of Representatives.” 


Mr. BADGER. Mr. President, is the Chair 
aware of any reason why a motion to adjourn 
roper at this time? 

The PRESIDENT. There have been instances 
of the immediate adjournment of the Senate after 
committees have been appointed to apprise the 


the Senate was ready to proceed to business; but 
the Senate would be placed in an awkward posi- 
tion if the President of the United States should 
inform our committee that he would send us a com- 
munication in the course of half an hour. I think, 
therefore, that it would be better that the Senate 


Mr. BERRIEN, at a subsequent period, from | 


dent of the United States, reported as follows: 

“Mr. Prestpent: The committee of the Senate, together 
with that of the House of Representatives, who were in- | 
structed by a resolution of the Senate to wait upon the 


blage of the two Houses of Congress, and of their readiness | 
to receive any communication he might be pleased to make, | 
have performed that duty, and were informed by the Presi- 
dent cf the United States that he will communicate to the 


A message in writing was then received from 


his Private Secretary, MiL.tarp P. Firimore, 
Esq.; which was read by the Secretary of the 
Senate. 

[For Message see House proceedings. } 

On motion by Mr. MANGUM, it was 


Ordered, That the message of the President and the ac- 


LOBE. 





On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Turspay, December 3, 1850. 
The House met at twelve o’clock. The Journal 


CHAPLAINS. 
Mr. VAN DYKE submitted the following res- 
olution; which was read and agreed to, viz: 
Resolved, The Senate concurring, that two Chaplains be | 
elected, one by the Senate and the other by the House of 


Representatives, and that they officiate alternately during 
the present session of Congress. : 


Mr. VAN DYKE moved that the House do 
motion was put to the House and carried in the 
The SPEAKER stated that nominations were 


were made, viz: 

By Mr. WHITE: Rey. R. R. Gurtey, Pres- 
byterian. 

‘By Mr. DUNHAM: Rev. Wm. M. Datey, 


yiscopal. 


By Mr. HUNTER, Rev. L. F. Morgan, 


By Mr. HAMPTON: Rev. Tuomas H. Srocx- 
By Mr. EVANS, of Maryland, Rev. Orvitte | 


By Mr. BOYD: Rey. Joun D. Marruews, Pres- 
byterian. 

By M. ROBBINS, Rev. Mr. Porrer, Cum- 
berland Presbyterian. 

The SPEAKER appointed Messrs. Van Dyke, 
Ops, Evans of Maryland, and Ewe, to act 
as tellers to count the vote. The tellers having 


The House proceeded to vote, viva voce, for 





The roll having been called, the tellers reported 
that 174 votes had been cast; necessary to a phates, 


Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey, 
Rev. 
Rev. 
Rey, 
Rev. 
Rev. 


Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Gurley received .....0.0c2+++-96 
EE a6 as dink dbip dye baa nse 
Daley... :0.0.0.0.040 06n000ssacccnceth 
STINE. w= 0 nd sine. dns name 
BAe, Dewey. asccccvecccnccvccnsacld 
Pi. OID, ¢.nn man o.6e0%e.4aumn ie 
OE I 0 tino aes nid ah ae ee 
Mr. PE nt nieisnid 6: ume hie Le 2 


—_——_ 


174 





The following is the vote in detail, i 


For Rev. Mr. Gurley—Messrs. Ashmun, Bayly. pn; 
ham, Booth, Breck, Brooks, Buel, Burrows, Buter noe 
rington Cabell, Joseph P. Caldwell, Calvin, Cartter, Chand. 
ler, Cleveland, Clingman, Howell Cobb, Conger, Danner. 
Dickey, Dimmick, Dixon, Duer, Duncan, Edmundson’ 
Ewing, Fowler, Freedley, Fuller, Gentry, Gerry, Gilmore” 
Goodenow, Gott, Hammond, Hay, Haymond, Hebard, 
Henry, Hibbard, Hilliard, Hoagland, Holmes, Houston’ 
Inge, Joseph Ww. Jackson, James L. Johnson, George Gg 
King, James G. King, John A. King, Preston King, Letiier 
Levin, Littlefield, Job Mann, Marshall, McDowell Robert 
M. McLane, MeMullen, Morton, Nelson, Newell, Otis 
Outlaw, Peek, Pheenix, Pitman, Powell, Putnam, Reed’ 
Reynolds, Risley, Rockwell, Ross, Rumsey, Sacket’ 
Sawtelle, Schermerhorn, Schoolcraft, Silvester, Sprague’ 
Frederick P. Stanton, Richard H. Stanton, Alexander [1 
Stephens, Taylor, John B. Thompson, Thurman, ; 
hill, Van Dyke, Venable, Wentworth 
Wildrick, Williams, and Wilmot. 

For Rev. Mr. Morgan—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson 
Ashe, Bissell, Bokee, Bowlin, Joseph Cable, Corwin’ 
Crowell, Daniel, Deberry, Green, Haralson, I. G. Harris’ 
Sampson W. Harris, Hunter, Andrew Johnson, Mason’ 
Ogle, Savage, Thaddeus Stevens, Strong, Sweetser, Wai. 
den, Watkins, and Young. ; ; 

For Rev. Mr. Daley—Messrs. Albertson, Beale, W. J, 
Brown, Disney, Dunham, Gorman, Harlan, MeClernand 
McDonald, Morris, Morrison, Olds, Phelps, and Robinson. 

For Rev, Mr. Stockton—Messrs. Averett, Briggs, Camp- 
bell, Casey, Nathan Evans, Giddings, Gould, Hampton 
Howe, Potter, Root, Schenck, Shepperd, and Spaulding. , 

For Rev. Mr. Dewey—Messrs. Eliot, Grinnell, Horace 
Mann, Matteson, McGaughey, Tuck, Vinton, Waldo 
Wright, and Alexander Evans. 2 

For Rev. Mr. Matthews—Messrs. Bocock, Boyd, George 
A. Caldwell, Hall, Holladay, Meade, Millson, Parker, and 
Seddon. 

For Rev. Mr, Porter—Messrs. Jones, Moore, and Rob- 
ins. 

For Rev. Mr. Beecher—Messrs. Allen and Julian. 


The Rev. Mr. Guruey having received a ma- 
jority of the votes cast, was declared to be duly 
elected Chaplain. 

Mr. STEPHENS, of Georgia, submitted the 
following resolution; which was read and adopted: 


Resolved, That the Clerk of the House furnish the mem- 
bers with the usual papers during the present session, not 
to exceed three daily papers; and that payment for the 
same be made out of the contingent fund of the House. 


On motion, the House adjourned. 


Zz: 


Th Under- 
» White, Whittlesey, 


NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. TAYLOR gave notice of his intention to ask leave to 
introduce a bill to grant certain public lands in the State of 
Ohio, to that State, to aid in the construction of certan 
railroads therein named. 


PETITION. 
The following petition was presented under the rule, and 
referred to the appropriate committee : 


By Mr. TAYLOR: The petition of Senaca W. Ely, re- 
ceiver of public moneys, and Anthony Walker, register of 
the land office at Chillicothe, Ohio, praying compensation 
for receiving land warrants in payment for public lands. 


SENATE. 
Tuespay, December 3, 1850. 


Mr. Unperwoop, of Kentucky, Mr. Dayron, 
of New Jersey, and Mr. Greene, of Rhode 
Island, appeared in their seats this morning. 


NOTICE OF BILLS. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice of his intention to 
ask leave to introduce bills of the following titles: 

A bill to grant to the State of Missouri a cer- 
tain quantity of public land for objects of internal 
improvement, which, added_to the quantity here- 
tofore granted to that State for that purpose, shall 
make it equal to the quantity heretofore granted 
to any State for the same purpose. 

A bill to pay to the State of Missouri, to be ap- 
plied to railroads within the State, the amount of 
the two per centum fund accruing on the sales of 
public lands within the State, and reserved to 
make a road ‘‘to”’ the State, and not yet applied 

that purpose. 

2 A till wo provide for the location and construc- 
tion of a national highway, cqnaeting of a rail- 
road and a common road, from the Mississippi 
river, at St. Louis, to the Bay of San Francisco 
and the Pacific ocean, and to extinguish the In- 
dian title to the lands along the said highway, 
and to establish military posts and grant lands to 
settlers thereon. . 

A bill to relinquish the collection of tolls on the 
United States stock in the Louisville and Portland 
Canal, and to remit the same to the boats on 
which they accrue, and to provide for the extin- 
guishment of private interests in the said stock, 
and to make the navigation of said canal free. 

A bill to noua ee er of the are on 
and the public debt, to extingu 2 
Federal title lands within the new States, and to 

















1850. THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


—— 


grant donations and preémption rights to actual | the Senate, and found the facts to be these: There 
settlers, and to cede the refuse lands to the States || had been such a court holden; the proceedings of 
in which they Ife. | the court had been called for by the Senate, and 
A bill to amend the act of the last session of || the report was laid before the Senate and was | 
Congress granting the swamp lands to the States || placed upon our files. It subsequently, however, 
in which they lie. , __ || found its way off the files, and is now on the files 
A bill to authorize the President to select a site || of the office of the Secretary of the Navy. It 
fora western armory, and to procure the same, || relates to a subject that the Secretary has brought 
and to commence the construction of the armory. || before Congress. He now recommends that we 
A bill to suppress the salt tax. || should establish the rule which that court was 
STANDING COMMITTEES. || called to consider. I wish, therefore, to have that 
Mr. MANGUM. Mr. President, as we did || resolution taken from the table, for the purpose of 
more business yesterday than is usually done at || having it considered; but, as the honorable Sena- 
the opening of any session of Congress, I think it || tor on whose motion it was before laid on the 
desirable that committees should be appointed at | table is not now present, and as I do not wish to 
an early day, that we may proceed to legislative | take any advantage of his absence, I will let the 
business. ‘Che usage has been, I believe, to an- || Matter rest till to-morrow. _ 
nounce the committees on the Monday following | On motion, the Senate adjourned. 
the meeting of Congress, I think it very desira 
ble that they should now be made earlier. By a 
standing rule of the Senate, the Senate appoints r 
all its own committees, and I believe savartiliy Wepnespar, December 4, 1850. 
adheres to that practice when a Vice President, The following members, not heretofore an- 
elected by the people, presides over the body. || nounced, appeared yesterday and to-day and took 
But when a President is elected by the Senate, || their seats, viz: 
who is always regarded as responsible to the body, | Mr. Hissarp, of New Hampshire; Mr. Asu- 
| think the invariable practice for many years past || Mun, of Massachusetts; Messrs. Brooks, Rey- 
has been that he should appoint the committees. || Notps, Scnooicrarr, THorman, and Crarke, of 
With a view of having the committees appointed || New York; Mr. Hammonp, of Maryland; Messrs. 
at an early and convenient season, I offer the fol- || PoweL and Parker, of Virginia; Mr. Camp- 
lowing resolution, which I hope will meet with | BELL, of Ohio; Messrs. Catpwett and Mar- 
unanimous concurrence: | sHALL, of Kentucky; Mt. MeGaveney, of Indi- 
Resolved, That the President pro tempore be authorized | ana; Mr. Bissext, of Illinois; Mr. Lerrier, of 
to appoint the standing committees of the Senate for this || lowa; Mr. Durkee, of Wisconsin; Mr. Wrienar, 
session, and also the members of joint committees. of California; Messrs. Tnompson and McLawna- 
| 
} 


| deep ensinniedhiemeenssiigh sited 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


The resolution was considered by unanimous || gan, of Pennsylvania; Mr. Coss, of Alabama; 
consent, and agreed to. and Mr. Tuompson, of Mississippi. 


COURT-MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS. —_||_ The Journal of yesterday wasread and approved. 
Mr. HALE submitted the following resolution, OBITUARY 


which lies over one day under the rules: Mr. CHANDLER rose and said: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to lay ie eae, ‘ 
before the Senate the proceedings of a court-martial holden Mr. Speaker: While it is the duty of this body 
? Os fanaa 7 Dae re ——- on || to devote its deliberations to the good of the living, 
the tenth of September last, for the trial o arrison, || *, ; Ad ton! Mea. a i ene? © 
a private soldier, on the charges of mutiny and disobedience || !t 18 One of its time-honored customs to pause in 
of orders. | the midst of its labors to do honor to the honor- 
PROMOTIONS IN THE NAVY. || able dead. And I am instructed by the delega- 
Mr. HALE. On the 14th of September last, 1 || tion of ~ fom < anne ania to ask this ane 
submitted to the Senate a resolution, calling on the || t Suspend Its labors, and to request its members 
Secretary of the Navy for the proceedings of a to forbear even their felicitations on meeting again, 
board of officers. called at his suggestion. for the || While I announce that one of those with whom 
boe 8, ¢ S suggestion, 





ve . 1} , sel o y ow weeks si . re sh: 
purpose of devising some mode of awarding pro- we took counsel only a few weeks since we shall | 


wer . ao ore 0 . 
motion in the navy, aside from mere seniority. I mt hick i : " — Se a aed 
: y highly-respected colles . Cues- 
was not aware of the precise nature of those fem B mane 3 th I R eand ae f tl id Die 
ceedings, because they had not been made public. || TE® OUTLER, the Nepreseniative OF ine Aon 


Unon the notion ofthe honorable Senator from || trict of Pennsylvania, died on his return from the | 


North Carolina, [Mr. Baveer,] on the 16th of | labors of this Congress. He reached Philadel- 
September, the resolution was laid on the table, || Phia on Tuesday, the Ist day of October, and 
an it lies there still. I now find that the Secre. || WS there seized with a complaint so violent that 
ary of ‘the Nevy, im his ansual report actually \| he survived the attack only till the Saturday fol- 
eo > aa . , / | : ae * .s . - , ep 
proposes to Congress to establish a rule for pro- | lowing—expiring in the arms of her whose min 
Se oheeh aacniaiienaliane eee ee | and surrounded by members of a family that had 
awarded; that is, mere seniority. The Secretary || asived ony is the last look of a beloved 
says: | ee and friend. a ‘ te 
“Itis therefore proposed that in all future promotions to | aa wf Per: imal ae het Of Barre = It 
acaptaincy or to a higher rank, if such shall be established, || 2nnals of Pennsylvania than that of buTiter. It 


seniority shall not be regarded, and merit shall be esteemed || is illustrated by courage, by patriotism, and by 
the only criterion of selection.” piety; and the family in the famed and _ beautiful 
It will be perceived that, by the action of the | valley of Wyoming boasts of ancestral associa- 
Secretary of the Navy, this subject is before Con- || tions which reflect lasting honor, while they de- 
gress for consideration; and it seems to me that it || volve weighty obligations. 
is highly proper, if there has been a court holden Cuester Butier, born in Wilkesbarre, Lu- 
upon the suggestion of the Secretary of the Navy, || zerne county, Pennsylvania, in March, 1798, was 
to take this subject into consideration, that Con- || the grandson of Colonel Butler, who commanded 
gress ought to know what has been done in re- || the American troops at the time of the terrible 
lation to it. || calamity distinguished in our national history as 
There was, at the last session, some confusion, || the Massacre of Wyoming. A lofty monument 
some misunderstanding and mistake, (not on my || denotes the exact location of one scene of that 
part, certainly) in regard to the history of the || appalling drama, and bears the name of its most 
proceedings of that court. I was first informed | conspicuous actors. But gratitude for the services 
that there had been a court holden, and that a re- || and veneration for the character of the sufferers 


port of its proceedings was on file in the office of || owe their freshness almost as much to the dis- | 


the Secretary of the Navy. I requested that I || tinguished worth of the descendants as to the record 
might have a copy of it for examination. The || of their ancestor’s indomitable valor and melan- 
Secretary declined, and suggested that it would be || choly fate. 

better to have it brought before the Senate, if at || Mr. Burier graduated at Princeton College in 
all, by a resolution. I was informed that that re- || 1817, and then read law in the Litchfield School, 
port had been before the Senate, but by some ac- || and subsequently under Judge Mallory, a distin- 
cident had ndt been opened, and had been returned || guished jurist of Pennsylvania, and was admitted 
to the Secretary unopened. I was subsequently || to practice in 1820. His career at the bar was 
informed that that was a mistake, and that it had || marked by a lofty estimate of his profession, and 
hever been before the Senate. I was also informed his whole practice was characterized by a fidelity 





that it had been before the Senate and was on our 
files. I took the pains to examine the record of confidence. 





istrations had been the consolation of his life, 


To a gentleman of finished legal education, of 


| easy fortune, and public spirit, the path of politi- 
cal preferment seems naturally open; and Mr. 
Burer was early reckoned among those in whose 
| prudence and ability a discriminating executive 
| and an enlightened constituency could rely; and 
| while the records of the courts of his native county 
contain proofs of his official competency, the pro- 
ceedings of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, in 
three sessions, attest his ability to promote the 
good of the Commonwealth by his sterling elo- 


quence, and to soothe the excitement of party by 
his generous concessions. 


In 1846 Mr. Butter was nominated as a candi- 


| date for Congress; and, although his party was 
ina hopeless minority, he received a gratifying 

| majority of votes, and in 1848 was reélected, with- 
out having betrayed the confidence of his own 
party to purchase the suffrages of his opponents, 
or forfeited the regard ef an opposition by sacri- 
ficing the good of the country to the advancement 

| of sectional or party views. He seemed not only 
to comprehend the just medium of public measures, 
but to have the rarer quality of iadeaind the people 
to respect and adopt f ini . 


18 OWN Opinions, 
Of the congressional labors of Mr. Buruer it is 


unnecessary for me to speak. Many around me 


heard his first vote on organizing the Thirtieth 
Congress, and continued to hear his emphatic re- 
sponse on all important propositions, until, at the 
close of the late session, he gave his vote for the 
settlement of a question upon which seemed to 
rest the reéstablishment of our national quiet and 
the perpetuation of our national Union. A great 
object of his life, as a statesman and a Represent- 
ative in Congress, was with that vote accomplished, 
and Mr. Butter appeared to feel that his public 
mission had been fulfilled. 

Mr. Speaker, no other work was required of 
him by Providence. He had beautifully and ex- 


|emplarily discharged the duties of son and 
| brother; he had blessed the domestic circle by the 


most cherished of domestic virtues; he had minis- 
tered to enlarged social enjoyment by the refine- 
ments of polished manners, by generous hospi- 
tality, ee a well-cultivated mind; his profession 
had been honored by his sterling integrity and 
valuable practical attainments; his country had 
been served by his prudence and forecast; and his 
church, while it had been blessed by the purity of 
his heart and the liberality of his hands, was 
strengthened by the beauty of his example and 
the excellence of his counsel. 

It was beautiful thus to fall in the fullness of 
manly vigor and mafured mind, before time had 
wrought a single change in physical powers, or 


| dimmed a ray of intellect. It was sublime, at the 


close of legislative labors that had demanded pa- 
riotic devotion and patriotic forbearance, to pause, 
and pass away, and ve at rest. 

The eulogist will find ample materials in the 
character and life of Mr. Burner. His conduct 
was open; no concealment denoted a distrust of 
others or conscious dereliction in himself. He 
passed through the most trying ordeal to which 
the character of man is submitted—that of spend- 
ing a whole life in the place that gave him birth; 
and the concurrent voice of commendation of 
those who smiled over his cradle and wept at his 
grave is ample testimony to the truthfulness and 
purity of his life. His virtues were bound up 
with his whole life; and the gentle devotion of 
youth was only more fully developed by years— 
so that what was loved and admired in the child 


| came to be respected and revered in the man. It 


was this constancy of virtue, this fullness and 
continuity of character, which won for him the 


| confidence of his fellow-citizens. It was this that 
| broke down party landmarks, and fused opposing 


elements into sustaining means. It was this, 


| when death found him at a distance from his home, 


that rallied so many to an expression of respect 
for his manly worth. It was this which, from 
every part of the beautiful valley of his nativity, 
the cherished home of his youth and manhood, 
summoned the thousands who had known and 
loved him from childhood upwards to mingle their 
sorrows at the grave of a friend who, with a gen- 
tlemanly bearing and Christian consistency, had 
sustained his ancestral reputation, and reflected 


| honor upon the place of his birth. 


I should trespass on the courtesy of this House, 


that secured to him lasting esteem and unbounded || and violate the proprieties of this solemn occasion, 


were I to indulge in the remarks which the theme 
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suggests. I will therefore conclude by offering 
the following resolutions: 


Resolved, That the House has heard with grief the an- 
nunciation of the death of the Hon. Chester Borier, 
a Representative in this body from the llth Congressional 
District of Pennsylvania; and, as a token of respect for 
the character and public services of Mr. BurLer, the mem- 
bers and officers of the House will wear the usual badge of 
mourning for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be, and he is 
hereby directed, to tranemit certified copies of these pro- 
ceedings to the family of Mr. Burter; and, as a further 
mark of respect for the memory of the deceased— 

Resolved, That this House do now adjourn. 


The question was put on the resolutions, and 


carried in the affirmative unanimously; and 
The House adjourned. 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. 1UBBARD gave notice that he would on to-morrow, | 


or as soon thereafter as he can obtain the floor, introduce 
the following bills: 


; Pe 
1. A bill to make the laws of the several States in which | 





the cause of action may arise, and the rules of evidence es- | 


tblished by the laws or decisions of the supreme courts of 
the several States, govern the cause in the trial thereof in 
the circuit or district courts of the United States. 

2. A bili to graduate the prices of the public lands to ac- 
tual settlers only, and in limited quantities, according to the 
time such lands have been in market ; granting rights of pre- 
emption to actual settlers in all cases of reduction, and 








ONAL 





(chairman,) Upham, Dodge of Iowa, Cooper, 
and Chase. 

On the Post Office and Post Roads—Messrs. Rusk, 
(chairman,) Bright, Upham, Soulé, and Morton. 


On Roads and Canals—Messrs. Bright, (chair- || 


man,) Atchison, Gréene, Pratt, and Spruance. 
On Pensions—Messrs. Jones, (chair’n,) Phelps, 
Dayton, Hale, and Borland. 
On the District of Columbia—Messrs. Mason, 
(chairman,) Yulee, Miller, Shields, and Berrien. 
On Patents and the Patent Office—Messrs. Tur- 


| ney, (chairman,) Norris, Wales, Whitcomb, and 


Dawson. 


On Retrenchment—Messrs. Bradbury, (chair- || 


man,) Houston, Mangum, Felch, and Clarke. 
On Territories—Messrs. Douglas, (chairman,) 


| Underwood, Houston, Cooper, and Seward. 


To Audit and Control the Contingent Expenses of 


| the Senate—Messrs. Dodge, of lowa, (chairman, ) 


Walker, and Badger. 

On Public Buildings—Messrs. Hunter, (chair- 
man,) Davis of Mississippi, and Clarke. 

On Printing—Messrs. Borland, (chairman,) 


| Hamlin, and Smith. 


ceding to the several States in which they lie, al) lands || 


which have been thirty-five years in market and remain 


unsold; subject, however, to the graduations, reductions, | 


and limitations contained in the bill. 


Mr. FEASLEE gave notice of his intention to introduce || 


n bill to be entitled “An act for the relief of Isaac Hill & 
Sons.” 


IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, December 4, 1850. 

Prayer by the Rev. Mr. Butter, Chaplain to 
the Senate. 

STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The PRESIDENT. The Chair, in compliance 
with the order of the Senate, has formed the stand- 
ing committees, and in doing so he has endeavored 
to preserve them, as far as practicable, as they 
were at the last session, ‘The business of Con- 
gress going over from the first to the second ses- 
sion, renders the reorganization of the committees 


On Engrossed Bills—Messrs. Jones, (chairman,) 
Sebastian, and Hale. 

On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, (chairman,) 
Mason, and Davis of Mississippi. 

On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Badger (chairman) 


/and Winthrop. 
Mr. CASS, on his motion, was excused from | 


service on the Committee on Foreign Relations. 
On motion by Mr. GASS, 


Ordered, That the vacancy be filled by the President pro 
tempore. 


The PRESIDENT appointed Mr. Mason to 


| fill the vacancy. 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATION. 


The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before the | 
| body a report of the Treasurer of the United | 


States, containing copies of his accounts for the 
third and fourth quarters of 1849, and the first and 


second quarters of 1850; which was referred to | 


| the Committee on Finance. 


unnecessary, inasmuch as the members of the | 


committees formed at the first session are better 
acquainted with the subjects brought before them, 
an will be better qualified to act upon them, than 
new committees will be, The Chair has made no 
changes in the chairmen of committees, with the 


MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS, 
Mr. DICKINSON presented the memorial of 


|| John R. Presher, of Tioga county, in the State of 
, New York, asking for a pension, in consideration 


of certain injuries received while in the naval ser- | 


| vice of the United States during the late war with 


exception of one gentleman, who has been ex- | 


cused from serving by his own particular request, 


, . . s * : ar y ‘ i] ° . . Y ° . 
for reasons which are satisfactory. The Chair has |) ant William D. Porter, of the Navy of the United 
therefore merely filled up the vacancies on the com- 


mittee nnd transferred some gentlemen from com- | 


mittees on which they had served to others. He 
has endeavored to arrange it so as to have each 
Senator on some committee, with the exception to 
which reference has been made. 


ry ‘ . ' 
The Secretary then proceeded to read the list of 


gentlemen on the several committees, as follows: 
On Foreign Relations—Messrs. Foote, (chair- 
man,) Cass, Mangum, Phelps, and Douglas. 
On Finance—Messts. { 
Bright, Pearce, Benton, and Ewing. 
On Commerce—Messrs. Hamlin, (chairman,) 


Soulé, Davis of Massachusetts, Dodge of Wis- | 


consin, and Bell. 

On Manufactures—Messrs, Sebastian, (chair- 
man,) Clemens, Clarke, Jones, and Upham. 

On Agriculture—Messrs. Sturgeon, (chairman,) 
Turney, Spruance, Walker, and Chase. 


{unter, (chairman,) | 


On Military .Uffairs—Messrs. Davis of Missis- | 


sippi, (chairman,) Borland, Greene, Shields, and 
Dawson. 

On the Militia—Messrs. Houston, (chairman,) 
Dodge of Wisconsin, Morton, Clemens, and 
Spruance. 

On Naval Ufairs—Messrs. Yulee, (chairman,) 
Mason, Badger, Miller, and Gwin. 

On Public Lands—Messrs, Felch, (chairman, ) 
Shields, Winthrop, Frémont, and Smith. 

On Private Land Claims—Messrs. Downs, (chair- 


man,) Whitcomb, Davis of Massachusetts, Bald- | 


win, and Chase. 


On Indian Affairs—Messrs, Atchison, (chair- 
man,) Sebastian, Bell, Rusk, and Wales. 


Ow Claims—Messrs. Norris, (chairman,) Whit- | 


comb, Underwood, Baldwin, and Pratt, 
On the Judiciary—Messrs, Butler, (chairman,) 
Downs, Berrien, Bradbury, and Dayton. 


On Revolutionary Claims—Messrs. Walker, 








1 





Great Britain; which was referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Pensions. 
Mr. CASS presented the memorial of Lieuten- 


States, asking to be remunerated for expenses in- 


; curred in conveying from Genoa to the United 


States his Excellency Amin Bey and suite, aCom- 
missioner from his Serene Hichness the Sultan of 
Turkey; which was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

On motion by Mr. CLARKE, 


Ordered, That the papers on file in the Senate in the case 


of William Wilkinson “ae others be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Revolutionary Claims. 


ELECTION OF CHAPLAINS. 
A message was received from the House of 


_ Representatives by R. M. Youna, Esq., its Clerk: 


“ Mr. Prestpent: The House of Representatives has 
passed a joint resolution for the appointinent of two Chap- 
lains, one by the Senate and the other by the House of 


Representatives for the present session, to officiate alter- | 
| nately, in which I am directed to request the concurrence | 


of the Senate. 

**T am also directed to notify the Senate that the Rev. R. 
R. Gurury has been elected on the part of the House of 
Representatives.”’ 


The Secretary read the resolution from the 
House of Representatives as follows: 


Resolved, (the Senate concurring,) That two Chaplains || 


be elected, one by the Senate and the other by the House of 
Representatives, and that they officiate alternately during 
he present session of Congress. 

Mr. BERRIEN. 1 move that the Senate con- 
cur in that resolution. 

The motion was agreed to. 

On the motion of Mr. BERRIEN, the Senate 
proceeded to the election of a Chaplain. 

The PRESIDENT. The whole number of 
ballots is 33; necessary to a choice 17. 

Rev. C. M. Butler received............+.30 

Rev: Orville Dewey wsscesscccccecectecsed 

Rev. Mr. Mergatisss éocccs sve vesescvedesd 

Rev. John D. Matthews............-.00001 

The Rev. C. M. Burzer, having received a 


LOBE. 


Dec. 4 
| majority of the whole number of ballots s 
|| duly elected Chaplain to the Senate for the 
|, session. : 


Ordered, That the Secretary notify the House of R- 
resentatives thereof. ep- 


, 








cast, is 
present 


COURT-MARTIAL PROCEEDINGS. 

| The following resolution, submitted yesterda 

| by Mr. Hate, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed to jay 

| before the Senate the proceedings of a court-martial holden 

| at Fort Constitution, in Portsmouth, New Hampshire, oy, 
the tenth of September last, for the trial of — Harrison, 4 

private soldier, on the charges of mutiny and disobedience 

of orders. 


| 


BILL INTRODUCED. 

| Mr. BENTON, pursuant to notice heretofore 
| given, asked and obtained leave to introduce the 
following bill: 


|| A BILL to grant to the State of Missouri a certain quantity 
| of public land for objects of internal improvement, which 
| added to the quantity heretofore granted to that State for 
that purpose, shall make it equal to the quantity heretofore 
|| granted to any other State for the same purpose. 
|| | Whereas it appears by a report of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office, Senate document of the present 
session, that there has been granted to the State of Missour; 
five hundred thousand acres of land for purposes of internal 
improvement, and to other States a farlarger quantity, ang 
|| that it would require the quantity of two millions six hun- 
| dred and seventy-two thousand two hundred and ten acres 
areas of the respective States considered, to make the grant 
| to Missouri equal to that of any other State: Therefore, 
| Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa. 
| tives of the United States of America in Congress assem- 
| bled, That the quantity of two millions six hundred and 
seventy-two thousand two hundred and ten acres of land 
|| be granted, and is hereby granted, to the State of Missouri, 
| for purposes of internal improvement. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the one-fourth 
| part of said land shall be applied to the construction of the 
railroad from St. Louis to the western frontier of Missouri, 
| by Jefferson City, to be applied thereto by the company 
chartered for that purpose by the General Assembly of Mis- 
souri by the name of the Pacific Railroad Company; and 
the right and title to said fourth part shall vest in said com- 
pany, and be applied by the President and Directors there- 
of, for the time being, to the construction of the said road, 
and to no other purpose whatever. And one other fourth 
part shall be applied to the construction of the railroad 
from Hannibal to St. Joseph, in the State of Missouri, to 
be applied thereto by the company chartered for that pur- 
pose by the General Assembly of Missouri, by the name of 
the Hannibal and St. Joseph Railroad Company; and the 

right and title to said fourth part shall vestin said company, 
and be applied by the President and Directors thereof, for 
the time being, to the construction of said road, and to no 
other purpose whatever. And the remaining one balf of 
the said grant of —— acres, shall be applied to such objects 
of internal improvement, ineluding the draining of the 
Great Swamp in Cape Girardeau and the adjacent counties, 
as the General Assembly of Missouri shall order and direct. 
|| See. 3. And be it further enacted, That the lands so 
granted shall be selected within twenty-one miles of the 
road, or object of improvement, to which their proceeds 
| are applicable, and shall be taken in parcels conformable to 
| sectional or subdivisional sectional lines; but no two parcels 
| shall be taken adjoining each other, or any one to which the 
‘right of preémption has attached; and if the quantity 
granted to each object, of a quality fit for cultivation, can- 
not be found within twenty-one miles of the road to which 
| it is applicable, then the remainder may be taken in like 

manner out of the next nearest public lands fit for cultiva- 
tion. 
| Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the selection of 
the said granted lands shall be made by an agent, or agents, 
appointed for that purpose by the Governor of Missouri, 
| and a return of the same made to the General Land Office 
' at Washington city, subject to be disapproved and disal- 
|| lowed, if made contrary to the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That a right of way 
|| to the extent of one hundred and fifty feet from the centre 
|! of said railroads through the public lands, shall be granted to 
|| said companies; and a copy of the location and survey of 
|| .the said railroads shall be filed in the land office of the 
| districts through which the said roads pass, and also to the 
|| General Land Office at Washington city. 
| Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That if the said rail- 

roads, or any one of the objects of internal improvement to 
|| which said grant of land is applicable, shall not be completed 
| within ten years from the time that the lands for such ob- 
| ject is selected, and return thereof made to the General Land 
|| Office, then the companies aforesaid, each for itself, and 
| he State, where the State itself conducts the improvement, 
| shall be bound. to pay to the United States the amount 
which may have been raised upon the sales made for the 
said unfinished road, the sale to the purchaser remaining 
valid, and the title to the unsold part of the lands applicable 
to such unfinished road shall reinvest in the United States, 
to have and to hold the same in the same manner as if this 
act had never passed. ; 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the said rail- 
roads, when completed, shall be subject to transport on de- 
mand, in the cars of the company, the troops, munitions of 
war, and army supplies of the United States, at reasonable 
and moderate rates, not exceeding the lowest rates paid by in- 
dividuals for like services; and the public mails shall at all 
|| times be trans thereon, under the direction of the 
| General Post Office Department, at such reasonable and 
|, just prices as Congress may by law direct, or the Company 
| and the Postmaster General agree upon. 


The bill was read a first and second time by its 
‘title and referred to the Committee on Public 
| Lands. 


th 
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— 
NOTICE OF A BILL. || the Committee on Pensions on the petition of cer- 





y is . | : we * s . ae 
ine Mr. STURGEON gave notice of his intention — Se of Pennsylvania in behalf of Elizabeth 
to ask leave to introduce a bill to establish an Ag- | orter, widow of Joseph Porter, and in concur- 
sep. wijtural Bureau. rence therewith, 
rn Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the fur- 
ADVERSE REPORTS. ther consideration of the petition. " 
ay The PRESIDENT of the oe 8 DECEASE OF THE#HON. CHESTER BUTLER. | 
there were ad ST eae hn. which eet i A message was received from the House of 
lay he SS ee Representatives, by Mr. Youna, its Clerk: 
len acted or : Mr. Prestpent: I am directed to communicate to the 
on The Senate oe to re me ad- Senate iniormation of the decease of the Hon. Curster 
»® verse report of the Committee on Public Lands on || Burzer, a Representative in the House of Represeniatives 


hee the petition of Peter Holeer, Wm. Rierden, and 
others, and in concurrence therewith, 


: t the prayer of the petitioners be not | 
Resolved, Tha pest P ; | Resolved, That this House has heard with grief the com- 


from the State of Pennsylvania, and the proceedings of the 
House thereon. 


House or Representatives, December 4, 1850. 


re > > : j 
1 granted. . ‘ munication of the death of the Hon. Cugster BuTLER, a 
ae The Senate proceeded to consider the adverse || Representative in this body from the Eleventh Congressional 
report of the Committee of Claims on the petition || District of Pennsylvania, and as a token of respect for the 
ity of James A. Goff, and in concurrence therewrth, | character and public services of Mr. BurLer, the members 


and officers of this House will wear the usual badge of 


for Resolved, That the claimant is not entitled to relief. mourning for thirty days. 
we The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || Resolved, That the Clerk of this House be, and he is 
the Committee of Claims on the petition of the || hereby, directed to transmit certified copies of these proceed- 
of iministrators of John Anderson, deceased: and. | ings to the Sanity of Mr. Burver. And, as a further mark 
nt adm a ’ ’ » || of respect for Une memory of the deceased, | 
. On motion by Mr. FELCH, Resolved, That this House do now adjourn, _ 
al Ordered, That it be recommitted to the Committee of | Attest : Ricuarp M. Youne. 
nd Claims. 7 Mr. COOPER rose and addressed the Senate | 
n- The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || as follows: 
ms the Committee of Claims on the petition of John Mr. Present: Intelligence of the decease of | 
McAvoy, and in concurrence therewith, the Hon. Cuester Burtier, late a member of 
a. Resolved, That the petitioner is not entitled to relie#. Congress from the State of Pennsylvania, having || 
d The Senate jroo to consider the adverse | been communicated to us by the message just re- || 
id report of the Committee on Pensions on the me- || ceived from the House of Representatives, I beg || 
i, morial of Susannah Rose, and in concurrence || the Senate to join in the testimonial of respect for 
therewith, \| his memory, and to indulge me in paying a per- 
- Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the fur- || sonal tribute to his worth. 


ther consideration of the petition. He died in Philadelphia, on his way from this 





i. 
iy The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || city to his own home in Wilkesbarre. At the | 
.- the Committee of Claims on the petition of Mar- | close of the last session of Congress, in the enjoy- | 
P tin Dubois, and in concurrence therewith, || ment of full health, rejoicing in the affection of his 
4 Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the fur- || family and the esteem and confidence of his friends, 
i, ther consideration of the petition. and animated by the hope of speedily meeting 
h The Senate proceeded to consider the report of | them, he departed hence for his home—for that 
; the Committee on Pensions on the petition of || home which he was destined never to see again. 
. Wm. C. Sterrett, and in concurrence therewith, Its companionship and joys were to be his no 
of Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the |! more upon earth. But there was this of consola- 
e further consideration of the petition. '| tion, that, though dying from home, his last mo- 
? The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || ments were cheered by the presence of her whose 
o the Committee on Pensions on the petition of || love and devotion could not fail to give, even to 
f Wm. C. Keene, and in concurrence therewith, the house of a stranger, a character as benignant 
s Ordered, That the committee be discharged from the fur- |! as that of the home of childhood. Mere locality 
; Ste Cen Of Ses pee || is the smallest ingredient in the constitution of | 
, The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || home. It is the ministration of loved and loving | 
0 the Committee on Pensions on the petition of | objects which consecrates and renders it holy. In 
7 Garet Burns, and in concurrence therewith, this case the object most loved of all, knelt beside 
; Ordered, that the committee be discharged from the fur- || his dying bed, mingling her prayers and tears 
: ther consideration of the petition. with his departing breath; and who can doubt 
e , . The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || that her affection and tenderness were as a lamp 
y the Committee of Claims on the memorial of Ed- || shining ‘in the valley of the shadow of death,” 
. ward Tracy and others, and in concurrence there- || lighting and cheering his passage through it? Be- 
2 with, || reaved by his death, let her be comforted by the 


. Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial ought not to 


assurance that there is one whose goodness bind- 
be granted. 


eth up the broken heart, and that there is a world 





, The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || where the good will meet again, and into which 
E the Committee of Claims on the petition of Thos. || sorrow, and pain, and death can never enter. 
, B. Winston, and in concurrence therewith, Mr. Burtrer died on the 5th of October last. 
Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to | Sojourning a day or two in Philadelphia, he was 
', be granted. || seized by illness, slight at first, but which quickly 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of | became serious, and finally fatal, terminating in 
: the Committee on Naval Affairs on the petition of || his death on the third or fourth day after he was 
. John J. Glasson, and in concurrence therewith, attacked. 
Resolved, That the prayer of the memorial be not granted. | Mr. Burtier descended from revolutionary an- 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of | cestors, whose names are honorably connected | 
: the Committee on Pensions on the petition of | with our struggle for independence; and more es- 
) Wm. Ferguson, and in concurrence therewith, _|| pecially was the name of his family connected 
, Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner ought not to || with the tragedy which happened in the valley of 
7 be granted. | Wyoming, which was his birth-place and his home 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of | through life; I mean the tragedy known as the 
| the Committee on Naval Affairs on the memorial || «* Massacre of Wyoming.”’ The Colonel Zebulon 
) of the officers of the United States ship of war || Butler who commanded the ill-fated party who 
: Boston, and in concurrence therewith, || met their death at the hands of their savage foes, 
| Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioners be not | was his grandfather. 
. granted. ‘| Mr. Borzer was liberally educated, and after- 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || wards studied the profession of the law, which he | 
the Committee on Naval Affairs on the petition of | practiced with success up to the time of his elec- 
; Julius Meire, and in concurrence therewith, tion to Congress in 1846. He was then, for the 


Resolved, That the prayer of the petitioner be not granted. || first time, elected a member of the National Legis- 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of || lature. During the term for which he was elected, 
the Committee of Claims on the petition of N. B. || he performed his duties in a manner so satisfac- 
Hill, administrator of Gilbert Stalker, deceased, || tory to his constituents that he was reélected in 
and in concurrence therewith, 1848, as he had been in 1846, in a district strongly 
Resolved, That the claim of N. B. Hill, administrator of | opposed to him in its political views and predilec- 
Gilbert Stalker, praying payment for the use of the steam- || tions. Previous to that (and I state it to show 
boat James Adams, be rejected. the estimation in which he was held as a man and 
The Senate proceeded to consider the report of | 

















ONAL GLOBE. 


| tion; I will cheerfully surrender my quota. 


as a citizen) he had been twice or thrice elected | 


9 


| to the Legislature of the State from the county in 
which he resided, though strongly opposed to him 
in politics, 
| Servant, he was universally respected, as well by 
| those who were his 
political friends. 
faster hold upon the affections of the community 
in which he lived than Cuester Butier. 
lived a blameless, but nevertheless an active life, 
devoted to the good of his country. 
enemies; on the contrary, he was greatly beloved 
and universally esteemed as a good, just, upright, 
and wise man, whose objects were pure and pa- 
triotic. 
vaneement of personal objects. 
unobtrusive, but always marked by a desire to 
promote the public good. 
men in the councils of the country, and fewer sull 
whose loss will be more severely felt by their im- 
mediate constituents. F 
memory, and as an expression of our sympathy 
with his bereaved family, I move the following 
| resolution: : 


As a man, as a citizen, as a public 


olitical opponents as by his 
There was no man who had a 


He 
He had no 


He never aimed at display for the ad- 
His course was 


There were few better 


In token of respect for his 


Resolved, That the Senate have heard with feelings of 


deep sensibility of the death of the Hon. Curster Butter, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from the 
State of Pennsylvania, and that they sympathize cordia!ly 


with his family in their afflicting bereavement. 
Resolved, That the foregoing resolutions be entered upon 
the Journal of the Senate. 


The resolutions weie unanimously adopted. 
PRESIDENT S MESSAGE. 


On motion by Mr. PEARCE, it was 

Ordered, That ten thousand additional copies of the 
President’s message, with the accompanying documents, be 
printed for the use of the Senate. 


PATENT OFFICE REPORT. 

Mr. WALKER. I move that the Commis- 
sioner of Patents be furnished with five hundred 
copies of his last annual report. During the re- 
cess of Congress it was mentioned to me by the 


| Commissioner of Patents that Congress had omit- 


ted to make any provision to print copies of the 
report of the Commissioner of Patents forthe use 
of the Patent Office, and consequently none have 


| been furnished to him, to his very great incon- 
| venience, 


As this report is stereotyped, they can 
readily be printed and furnished. 

Mr. PEARCE. Out of the immense number 
that were ordered to be printed, I think we may 
spare the Commissioner the five hundred copies 
that the Senator from Wisconsin proposes to give 
to him. 

Mr. WALKER. To that I have ao objec- 
In 
fact | have already loaned my copies to the Patent 
Office for its use. The Patent Office report is in 


| two parts, the second of which, on the subject of 


agriculture, has been furnished to the Commis- 


| sioner; but the first part is more needed, because 


its subject matter is more intimately connected 
with the interests of those who do business with 


| the Patent Office—mechanics, inventors, and pa- 


tentees, who are applying to the Commissioner 


| for copies. 


A brief conversation ensued, in which Messrs. 


CASS, BERRIEN, and WALKER participated, 


| when, 


On motion by Mr. BERRIEN, it was 
Ordered, That the further consideration of the motion 


| be postponed until to-morrow. 


On motion, the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, December 5, 1850. 





The House met at twelve o’clock. 
The following members appeared to-day and 


\| took their seats, viz: 


Mr. Hamuton of Maryland; Mr. Orr and 
Mr. Woopwarp, of South Carolina; Mr. Fearu- 
erston, of Mississippi; Mr. Harais and Mr. 
Ricuwarpson of Illinois. 

The Journal of yesterday was read and approved, 

Mr. JONES submitted the following resolution; 
which wds agreed to: 

Resolved, That the standing committees of this House be 
appointed by the Speaker, according to the rules and orders 
of the House. 

On motion by Mr. JONES, with the view to 
allow time to the Speaker to organize the standing 
| committees, it was 
| Ordered, That when the House adjourns to-day, it ad- 
| journ until] Monday next. 
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BOUNTY LAND LAW. 


Mr. ROBINSON. Mr. Speaker, I ask the 
unanimous consent of the House to offer the reso- 
lution which I have sent to the Clerk’s desk; and 
when it is read, | hope the House will indulge me 
in a few eee remarks. 





|} am informed that under the old law, prior to the 
|| Mexican bounty land bill, such a regulation was 


The resolution was read for information, as fol- | 
lows: 
Resolved, That a select committee of —— members be 


appointed to take into consideration the “ Act granting. | 


bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who have been 
engaged in the military service of the United States,” passed 
the 28th September, 1850, and to report to this House what 
further legislation, if any, is necessary to secure its execu- 
tion in a reasonable length of time; whether the existing 
reguiations, adopted by the Commissioner of Pensions, are 
in pursuance of the spirit of the law; what length of time 
under said regulations it will probably require to execute 
the same; whether additional force can, or ought to be, em- 
ployed; aud in order to the full and complete investigation 
of the whole subject, that they have power to send for per- 
sons and papers, if necessary. 

The SPEAKER. If there be no objection, the 
question will be upon the adoption of the resolu- 
uuon. 

Mr. MASON. I would suggest to the gentle- 

an from Indiana, [Mr. Rosinson,} that he 
should add to the resolution, ‘and to report by 
bill or otherwise. ”’ 

Mr. ROBINSON. Certainly, I will accept of 
that modification. 

Mr. Speaker, (continued Mr. R.,) I will detain 
the House buta moment. Since I have arrived 
in Washington, at the commencement of this ses- 
sion, being considerably interested in, and having 
a good many of these applications in my charge, 
I have taken the trouble to investigate this matter, 
to some extent. The conclusion that I have ar- 
rived at is, that unless we legislate speedily in 
reference to the matter, there is no probability of 
the law bemg executed within any reasonable 
length of time. ‘There are, [ am informed, twenty 
odd thousand applications now on file, and of 
those twenty-odd thousand, not over twelve or 
thirteen hundred are even registered, and that, 
when so registered, they all have to be sent to the 
Third Auditor’s office, that that officer may ex- 
amine the rolls, and see whether the declarations 
correspond with the rolls. I am informed by the 
Third Auditor that the greatest number which he 
can examine in a single day, with the force he 
now has, is about sixty or eighty. At this rate, it 
will take some four or five years to get up to those 
which have now been filed. There is not even one 
tenth of the whole number filed, according to the 
calculation of the Secretary of the Interior; for 
he thinks there will be two hundred and fifty 
thousand. It is foreign to my purpose to censure 
any officer whose duty it is to have anything to 
do with the execution of this law. My object is to 
raise a committee for the purpose only of ascer- 
taining what difficulties he in our path, that we 
may remove them, if possible. If we go on as 
we are now doing, the law cannot be executed in 
ten, nor in fifteen years; and we might as well 
repeal it at once, unless we can devise ways and 
means to execute it speedily; for before that time 
arrives, | hope we shall have given every man the 
right to a quarter section of land who will go out 
and settle upon it, 

I think, however, Mr. Speaker, that if we raise 
a committee who will visit those bureaus them- 
selves and find out the difficulties, they may be 
able to present to this House a bill, that will in a 
great measure do away with any that now ob- 
struct the free execution of the ay As far as 


never adopted. Why, what better evidence is 
wanted than the original certificate itself? and 
why go back to examine the rolls when that evi- 


dence is produced ? 


his service by credible witnesses. 


Another regulation is adopted, which will cut 


‘off a most meritorious class of persons, whom that 


law was intended to benefit. The Secretary of 
the Interior has adopted this regulation: that when 
the service was performed subsequent to the year 
1790, and prior to 1812, the applicant must prove 
Those old 


_ soldiers, therefore, who fought under Wayne, St. 


Clair, and Harmer, and who are scattered all over 
this broad land, and who, in not one case out of 
five, can find a man who served with them—for 


| their comrades are nearly all dead,—such a class 


of men are by this stringent regulation wholly cut 
off from the benefit of the law. Ihave some dozen 
such cases myself—men whom | have known from 
earliest recollection, and whom I have no more 


doubt performed meritorious service for their | 


country than I have that General Jackson was 
Commander-in-Chief at New Orleans; yetin not one 
single instance can you find men who served with 
them. Now, if we cannot get that regulation out 
of the way by any other means, I am for correct- 
ing it by legislation. I would take the declara- 
tion of an old soldier, accompanied by proof of 


| his credibility. That is all we ought to require. 


| been able to procure the engraving of the blanks; | 


| of next month. 


| tion now under consideration, b 


I believe the Secretary of the Interior informs 


_ TRE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE: 








| of rule for revolutionary claims. 
| reason why any ‘distinction should be made in 


1 cations be so 











_ Dew 5, 


least, without the adoption of any resolutio 
T to the delay of the execution of the ae 
eter that even the most sanguine friends 
of the bill did not anticipate, at the time of the pas. 
sage of the bill, that it would be put into operation 
in less than three months. If, in fact, the Depart. 


_ment should be ready at that time, it certainly is 


the earfjiest that can be expected. 

In regard to the soldiers, who served under 
General Wayne, I am, sir, in favor of the remedy 
or legislation, proposed by the honorable gentle. 
man from Indiana. Sir, we require the same kind 


There is no 


favor of the soldiers who served prior to the war 
of 1812, while we adhere to this stringent resoly. 
tion in regard to the revolutionary soldiers, |p 
fact, the proof of service would be required b 


'| something more than the solemn affidavit of the 

| claimant himself, however creditable he may 

| If Oey find any difficulty in provin 
1e 


be. 
If f the service, 
it is their hardship. Ifthe number be so great as 


the honorable gentleman stated, and scattered all 
over the country—that is, if the number of appli- 

great that he should have some 
dozen now in his own charge, I cannot conceive 


| that there is such difficulty in proving the service, 


I think it will be better to take time to look into 


|| the matter, and let the resolution lie over for a few 


us that one reason why the warrants have | 


not been already issued was, that they had not, 


| 
| 
} 
| 


and that patents will not be issued until the first | 


Thus, three months will have 
elapsed since the passage of the law, before we 
commence executing it. The best that can be 
done will be the issue of eighty or ninety per day 


as he can attend to in one day. And if they are 


all to be sent to his office, you can very well make | 


I will | 


a calculation how long the whole will take. 
detain the House no longer. 
Mr. WHITE. I propose to amend the resolu- 


‘* select committee,’’ and inserting in lieu thereof, 


striking out |! 


| **the Committee on Military Affairs,’’ and also, | 
by striking out that part of the resolution which | 


gives the committee the power of sending for per- 
sons and papers. I think it entirely unnecessary 
inacase of this kind, where the changing of a 


word or two in the law will probably answer all | 


the purposes the gentleman has in view. 
Mr. HOUSTON. I think the Secretary of the 


Interior, in his report to Congress, proposes a rem- 


| edy for the evils which the honorable gentleman 
| from Indiana complains of, I thimk it is a proper 
| remedy to facilitate the transaction of this busi- 
ness, the issuing of warrants and patents under | 


| business. 


| well as the gentleman 


the act of the last session of Congress. 
glanced over this report, and if I recollect aright, 


the Secretary recommends an addition of two || 


clerks, with a salary of $1,700 per annum, and 
that this is all that is necessary to facilitate his 
I do not, therefore—— 

Mr. ROBINSON (interposing, and Mr. Hovs- 
Ton yielding the floor) said: The gentleman from 


Delaware [Mr. H a is wholly mistaken, as || 
rom New York, [Mr. | 


I have | 


| Wuire,] in reference to the difficulties which I de- | 


the affording of additional force is concerned, if || 


the same regulations are to continue that now 
exist, a very small number of additional clerks, 
as IT am 
ployed. ‘There is but one set of rolls, and but two 
or three clerks can examine those rolls at once. 
They may. aera however, be copied and 
muluplied, so that they may be examined with 
more rapidity, There has been another regula- 
tion adopted by the Pension Office, which seems to 
me to be highly improper; and if we cannot get it 
out of the way by any other means, we must 
remove it by legislation, For instance: you may 
file in the Pension Office your declaration, and the 
original certificate of disch 

and where the man served, when and where he 
went out, and how long he had served, and yet the 
Commissioner will send that application to the 
Third Auditor, that it may be compared with the 
rolls, if it should take five years to do it. 


informed, could be pola em- | 


arge, setting forth when | 


sire to remove. The Secretary of the Interior 
recommends the employment of two additional 
clerks in the Pension Office, but says not a nee 

a 


| word about the Third Auditor’s office, in whic 


office is the main, and almost the whole, difficulty; 
for every one of these applications must go there. 
The changing of one or two words of the law 
would do no good whatever; and I beg to state to 
the gentleman from New York, [Mr. Wuire,] 
that it may not be found necessary to legislate at 
all in regard to the matter. I undertake to say 
that no gentleman on the committee can make a 
correct report, until he shall have gone to these 
bureaus and examined the chief clerks. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I am not particularly op- 
posed to the resolution of the honorable member 
from Indiana, [Mr. Rosrnson,] but I think it well 
enough to call the attention of the House to the 


| fact, that the Secretary of the Interior, who has 


the charge of this matter, has recommended a rem- 
edy for this evil; and perhaps it will be well 


Yet I || enough to let this matter rest, for a few days at 








| offer the resolution which has 


| days. For these reasons I shall oppose the adop- 


tion of the present resolution. 
Mr.CALDWELL, of Kentucky. I desire to 
offer a substitute for the resolution. I move to 
strike out all after the word ‘‘resolved,”’ and in- 
sert the following: 
Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of Americain Congress assemiled, 
hat nothing in the act approved September 28, 1850, 
‘granting bounty land to certain officers and soldiers who 
have been engaged in the military service of the United 


; ‘ j || States,’? shall be so construed as to prevent the sale and 
—for the Third Auditor says that that is as many || 


transfer of any certificate or warrant issued by virtue of 
said act, prior to the issue of the patent thereon. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair will state to the 
gentleman from Kentucky, that the substitute, be- 
ing in the form of a joint resolution, cannot be 
offered as an amendment to the resolution of the 
gentleman from Indiana, except by the unani- 
mous consent of the House. 

Mr. CALDWELL. I hope that, by unani- 
mous consent, the resolution will be adopted as 
a substitute. 

Mr. ROBINSON. I object. 

The SPEAKER. The resolution is objected to, 
and cannot be introduced. 

Mr. CALDWELL, of Kentucky, inquired of 
the Chair whether it was necessary to giveaday’s 
notice of his intention to offer the resolution? 

The SPEAKER stated that a day’s notice was 
necessary. 

Mr. CALDWELL. I give notice, then, that 
to-morrow, or on some eobeetuent day, I will 

een read. 

Mr. WHITE modified his proposed amend- 
ment, by substituting ‘‘ the Committee on Public 
Lands,”’ for ‘* the Committee on MilitaryA ffairs.” 

The question was then taken on Mr. Wuite’s 
amendment, and was rejected—ayes 60, noes 67. 

The question then recurred on agreeing to Mr. 


| Ropinson’s resolution. 


Mr. BURT called for the reading of the reso- 
lution. 

The resolution was again read. 

Mr. Rossow added to his resolution the words, 
‘* with power to report by bill or otherwise,” and 
filled the blank with *‘ five.”’ He then moved the 
previous question. : ; 

The demand for the previous question being 
seconded, the main question on agreeing to the 
resolution was put, and carried in the affirmative. 


THE SHIP PENNSYLVANIA. 
Mr. SCHENCK offered the following resolu- 


tion: 

Resolved, That the Committee of Ways and Means be 
instructed to inquire and ascertain the necessary expense 
therefor, and to report forthwith a bill en an 
amount of money sufficient to enable the President of the 
United States to fit out the ship-of-the-line Pennsylvania, 
and to send her to England, to convey thither, under such 
regulations as he shall prescribe, the works of art, and the 
productions of the United States, intended by citizens of 
this Government to be exhibited at the “ World’s Fair, 
which is to assemble in London in May next. 


The SPEAKER asked leave, before putting the 
question on the resolution, tolay before the House 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
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enclosing copies of the accounts of the Treasurer 
of the United States, for the third and fourth quar- 


THE CON 





the body a memorial of the heir of Moses Elmer, 
deceased, a surgeon’s mate in the revolutionary 





ters of 1849, and the first and second quarters of || army, asking to be allowed commutation pay. 


1250, as adjusted by the accounting officers of the 
Treasury; Which was ordered to lie on the table 


and be printed, . | 
The resolution of Mr. Senenck having been 


read— 


Mr. HALL objected to its reception, and it |, 


was not received. 
Mr. McCLERNAND stated that it was usual 
for the House to adjourn over, to enable the 


Speaker to appoint the committees, and he would 


therefore move that the House do now adjourn. 


The House then adjourned until Monday next. | 





NOTICES OF BILLS. 
Mr. HAMPTON gave notice of his intention on to-mor- 


row, or at some future day, to ask leave to introduce the | 


following bill : 
A BILL granting a portion of the public lands to the State of 


Pennsylvania for the purpose of aiding in the construction || 


of the Pennsylvania Railroad, the Pittsburg and Connells- 
ville Railroad, and the Ohio and Pennsylvania Railroad. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa- | 


tives of the United Stutes in Congress assembled, ‘That 
three millions of aeres of the public lands belonging to the 
United States be, and the same are hereby, granted, to the 
State of Pennsylvania for the purpose of aiding in the con- 
struction of the Pennsylvania Railroad, the Pittsburg aad 
Connellsville Railroad, and that portion of the Ohio and 
Pennsylvania Railroad lying within the limits of the State 
of Pennsylvania, to be distributed among the several com- 
panies, as follows, to wit: two millions of acres for the 
construction of the Pennsylvania Railroad, five hundred 
thousand for the construction of the Pittsburg and Connells 
ville Railroad, and ive hundred thousand for the construc- 
tion of the Ohio and Pennsylvania Railroad. 


Sec. 2. nd be it further enacted, That the Governor of | 
said State shall, by himself, or by one or more competent || 
person or persons, to be by him appointed, select, with the 
approbation of the Secretary of the Interior the said land | 
hereby granted, out of any lands belonging to the United | 
States, and subject to private entry now, or hereafter to be | 


surveyed. And the said Governor, or those by him ap- 


pointed, as aforesaid, may expose the same, or such portions | 


thereof as he aay deem proper, to sale, and the. proceeds 
thereof, after deducting the necessary expenses attending 
the selection and sale, shall be applied to the payment of 
stock, to be subscribed by the Governor on behalf of the 


State, to the several railroad companies mentioned in the | 
first section of this act, in proportions therein set forth. | 


And all dividends arising on said stock shall be paid over to 
the Treasurer of said State, and added to the comimon 
school fund thereof: Provided, nevertheless, That the said 


State of Pennsylvania assent to the grant and limitations | 


aforesaid: And provided further, That the said State may, 
from time to time, pass such laws and adopt such regula- 


tions as may be necessary to carry into effect the aforesaid | 


grant. 


Mr. BINGHAM gave notice of his intention to ask leave || 


to introduce a bill granting the right of way and a donation 
of public lands for the construction of a canal from Ro- 
chester, in the State of Michigan, to the waters of Lake 
Michigan; and 

A bill granting the right of way and making a donation 


of public lands to aid in the construction of a ship canal || 


around the falls of Sault Ste. Marie, in said State of 
Michigan. 

Mr. WHITE gave notice that he would to-morrow, or 
some subsequent day, ask leave to introduce a bill granting 
the right of way through the public lands to the Northern 
Indiana, and Buffalo and Mississippi Railroad. 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following memorial and petition were presented || 


under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees : 
By Mr. STANTON, of Kentucky: The petitiomof Wil- 


liam V. Morris, a citizen of Mason county, Kentucky, and | 


late a lieutenant in the United States service, praying that 
the Secretary of the Treasury may be directed to pay him 
his portion of the prize-money awarded by Congress to those 
engaged in the expedition against the enemy on Lake 
Bourgue, in the year 1815. 

By Mr. CHANDLER: The memorial of Messrs. Diehl 
& Co., asking the assistance of the National Government, 
to establish and maintain a line of steam mail packets, be- 
tween the town of Liverpool (England) and the city of 
Philadelphia. 

By Mr. WALDO: The petition of Francis Van Dyke, 
hr Commaaon pay due his father Captain John Van 

yke. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: The petition of Ellen Stroop and 
others, asking Congress to grant commutation pay to the 
heirs of Colonel Daniel Brodhead, of Pennsylvania, a rev- 
olutionary soldier. 

Also, the petition of Maria Cobb and others, praying Con- 
gress to require the Commissioner of Pensions to present 
for their examination the declaration of Lieutenant Daniel 
Brodhead, jr., together with such other evidence of his 
services in the Pennsylvania Continental Line during the 
war of the revolution, as may be filed by him, &c. 








IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, December 5, 1850. 


Mr. Mixer, of New Jersey, Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, and Mr. Botxer, of South Carolina, 
severally appeared in, their seats. 

MEMORIALS AND PETITIONS. 
The PRESIDENT of the Senate laid before 


|| The memorial urges upon Congress the justice of 


| 
i 
} this claim on two grounds: Ist, because the Sen- | 


ate have decided in various cases that surgeon’s 


| mates are entitled to ery) and 2d, 


|| because the act of May 15, 1828, did not give him | 
|| full pay for life, but only a pension from 4th of | 
|| March, 1826, until his death leaving forty-three | 
} years of his life unprovided for. He ae that | 
|| the subject may be reconsidered, as the papers are 
on file in the Senate, and the relief seat: 

The petition was referred to the Committee on 
\| Revolutionary Claims. ar: 
1 Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, presented the me- | 
| morial of John Ashburn Hagan, acitizen of Geor- | 
| gia, relative to a plan for preventing the overflow 
|| of the Mississippi and its tributaries; which was 
|| referred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 
On motion by Mr. JONES, 


|| Ordered, That James M. Marsh have leave to withdraw 
| his papers. | 
| PRENTING THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. | 
| Mr. HAMLIN. The Committee on Printing 
have directed me to offer the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the President’s message and accompany- 
ing documents be printed and bound in two parts. ‘The | 
President’s message and all the accompanying papers, ex 
cept the report of the Secretary of War and the papers from 
that Department, shall compose part one; and the report of 
the Secretary of War and accompanying papers shall com- 
pose part two. 

I will state for the information of the Senate 
that, from an estimate made by the _— printers 
and myself, there will probably be about 750 pages 
of the report of the Secretary of War and the ac- 
companying papers from that Department. ‘The 
message of the President and the papers accompa- 
|| nying it from the other Departments, exclusive of 





|| the War Department, will form another volume of 
about six hundred pages. The two would make 
| one volume of thirteen or fourteen hundred pages 
—an unweildy and inconvenient document. These 
documents were last year bound in three parts. It 
is desirable to have them bound sepnaniole for an- 
'other reason. There are thirty-eight maps and 
diagrams belonging to the report of the Secretary 
|of War. If the printing is delayed for these maps 
and diagrams we shall not have the doeuments ac- 
/companying the President’s message for some 
|| weeks. But if the Senate shall order them to be 
printed in two separate volumes, the President’s 
message and the Soctaniann accompanying it, ex- 
cept those from the War Department, will be fur- 
nished at a very earl 
volume of about six ceded pages. 
| will be ready, as I am informed by the public 


xe supplied. I ask the consideration of the reso- 
| lution at this time, that the public printers may 
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period, and will form a || 
The other | 


Soo at as early a day as the engravings can | 


|| know in what manner they shall perform their | 


|| work. 

|| The resolution was considered by unanimous 
} consent and agreed to. 

| PORT OF ENTRY. 

| On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be directed 


i} 


at the mouth of Umpqua river, in the Territory of Oregon, 
and of making Milwaukie and Pacific City, each ports of 
| delivery. 


REF ERENCE OF THE PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE 
AND MEMORIALS. 


that so much of the President’s message as relates 
to commerce, lakes, harbors, and rivers , be re- 
| ferred to the Committee on Commerce. 


| mittee at the last session and not acted upon, be 
recommitted. 

On motion by Mr. DAVIS, of Mississippi, it 
was ordered that so much of the President’s mes- 
| sage as relates to military aflaira; also, that the 


at the last session, and not acted upon, be‘referred 
|| to the same committee, 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was ordered 
that so much of the President’s message as relates 





Finance. 

On motion by Mr. FELCH, it was odered that 
so much of the President’s message as relates to 
the public lands be referred to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 





| to inquire into the expediency of establishing a portof entry | 


Also, that the papers referred to the same com- | 


papers before the Committee on Military Affairs | 





| On motion by Mr. HAMLIN, it was ordered | 





ae 


On motion by Mr. BELL, it was ordered that 
the papers relating to éertain Creek Indians for 
losses sustained in the war of 1812, and the me- 
morial of C. M. Hitchcock, executor of A. R. 8S. 
Hunter, deceased, and the memorial of Amos and 
John E. Kendall, and the petition of Philip E. 
Thomas and others, in behalf of the Seneca Indi- 
ans, be recommitted to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

NOTICE OF A BILL. 

Mr. BELL gave notice of his intention to ask 
leave to introduce a bill giving pensions to such 
warriors of the Creek nation of Indians as were 
wounded in the service of the United States in 
the Florida war, and to the families of such war- 
riors as were killed or died in the service, accord- 
ing to the contract made with them by General 
Jesup. " 

RELIEF OF JOHN A. MACGAW. 

On the motion of Mr. HAMLIN, the bill for 
the relief of John A. McGaw, of New York, was 
read a second time and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

The bill proposes to authorize the Secretary of 
the Treasury to pay to John A. MeGaw the sum 
of $1,400 for the detention of the brig Charlotte at 
Vera Cruz for a longer period than that stipulated 
in the charter-party. The brig was chartered at 
Boston to convey a cargo of pressed hay to Vera 
Cruz, and eight lay days were the prescribed 
limit of the time for delivery at that port. But 
while in the service of the United States she ‘was 
detained fourteen days longer, and thus the claim 
of $1,400 arose for demurrage, upon which the 
Senate’s committee made a favorable report. 

On the motion of Mr. FELCH, who desired 
time to examine this claim, the further considera- 
tion of the bill was postponed until to-morrow. 

RECESS. 

On motion by Mr. BADGER, it was ordered 
that when the Senate adjourns it adjourn io meet 
on Monday next. 

On motion the Senate adjourned, 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, December 9, 1850. 

The following members, not heretofore an- 
nounced, appeared in their seats to-day: 

Mr. Ransom, of New York; Mr. Srawuyr, of 
North Carolina; Mr. Astron, of Alabama; Mr. A. 
G. Brown, of Mississippi; Messrs. Morse, and 
La Sere, of Louisiana; Mr. Firen, of Indiana; 
Mr. Kavuroan, of Texas; and Mr. Core, of Wis- 
consin. 

The Journalof Thursday last was read and ap- 
proved. 


BOUNTY LAND LAW. 

The SPEAKER had appointed the following 
gentlemen to constitute the committee, under the 
resolution of Mr. Rosinson, of Thursday last, to 
investigate in regard to any difficulties in the 
administration of the bounty land law passed at 
the last session of Congress, viz: 

Messrs. Ropinson, Braiaes, Mitten, WILLIAMS, 
and Mason. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 

The SPEAKER announced the following as the 
Committees appointed under the order of the 
House heretofore adopted: 

Committee of Elections.—Messrs. Strong, Harris 
of Alabama, Van Dyke, Disney, Thompson of 
Kentucky, Harris of Tennessee, McGaughey, 


|; Ashe, and Andrews. 


'| to the finances be referred to the Committee on | 


Of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Bayly, Thomp- 
son of Mississip v1, Vinton, Green, Stephens of 
Georgia, Hibbard, Brooks, Jones, and Manptes: 

Of Claims.—Messrs. Daniel, Thomas, Root, 
Wilmot, Nelson, Hubbard, Johnson of Kentucky, 
Dunham, and Butler. 

On Commerce.—Messrs. McLane of Maryland, 
Wentworth, Grinnell, Bingham, Stephens of 
Georgia, Featherston, Phenix, Wallace, and King 
of New Jersey. 

On Public Lands.—Messrs. Bowlin, Albertson, 
Shepperd, Cobb of Alabama, Young, Thurman, 
Hoagland, Henry, and Wright. 

On the Post Officeand Post Roads.—Messrs. Pot- 
ter, Phelps, Bokee, Stanton of Kentucky, Hebard, 
Powell, Owen, Brown of Indiana, and Durkee. 

For the District of Columbia,— Messrs. Inge, Tay- 
lor, Fuller, Morton, Hammond, Featherston, Al- 


|| len, Williams, and Underhill. 
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svivania, Miller, Ashmun, Meade, Breck, Preston 


King, Venable, Stevens of Pennsylvania, and 
Wellborn., 


On Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Sawtelle, | 


Morris, Newell, Bay; Kerr, Millson, Goodenow, 
Hackett, and Reynolds. 

On Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Johnson of 
Tennessee, Bissell, Conger, Harlan, Bowie, Sweet- 
ser, Caldwell of North Carolina, Booth, and Cal- 
vin. 


On Private Land Claims.—Messrs. Hall, Gil- | 


more, Rumsey, Harria of Illinois, Campbell, 
Whittlesey, Marshall, Wright, and Anderson. 

On Manufactures.—Messrs. Peck, Ross, Hous- 
ton, Cleveland, Orr, Hubbard, Rose, Outlaw, and 
Lefiler. 


On Agriculture.—Messrs. Littlefield, Deberry, || 


tisley, MeMullen, Young, Casey, Johnson of 
Tennessee, John A. King, and Cable of Ohio. 

On Indian Affairs.—Messrs. Johnson of Arkan- 
sas, MeLanahan, Crowell, Bissell, Outlaw, Jack- 
son of Georgia, Clarke, Harris of Tennessee, 
and Sprague. 

On Military Affairs.—Messrs. Burt, Richardson, 
Evans of .Maryland, Caldwell, of Kentucky, 
John A. King, Cartter, Ewing, Chandler, and 
Matteson. 





On the Militia—Messrs. Peaslee, Savage, King | 


of Rhode Island, Albertson, Hunter, Briggs, Rob- 
bins, Wildrick, and Hebard. 


On Naval Affairs.—Messrs. Stanton of Ten- | 


nessee, Bocock, Schenck, Gerry, White, Harris 


of Alabama, Cabell of Florida, Gilbert, and Levin. | 
On Foreign Affairs.—Messrs. McClernand, Me- | 
Dowell, Hilliard, Haralson, Woodward, Gentry, | 


Buel, Eliot, and Spaulding. 

On the Territories.—Messrs. Boyd, Richardson, 
Rockwell, Seddon, Clingman, Kaufman, Gott, 
Fitch, and Giddings, 

On Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Waldo, 
Beale, Silvester, fallace, Freedley, Gorman, 
Evans of Ohio, Tuck, and Sackett. 

On Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Leffler, Olds, 
Hay, Averett, Ogle, Walden, Hamilton, Duncan, 
and Julian, 

On Roads and Canals.—Messrs. 
Mann of Pennsylvania, King of New Jersey, 
Mason, Putnam, Parker, Morrison, Gould, and 
Howe. 

On Patents.—Messrs. Walden, Otis, Hamilton, 
Watkins, and Harlan. 

On Public Buildings and Grounds.—Messrs. 
Stanton of Kentucky, Edmundson, Houston, 
Brown of Indiana, and Moore. 

On Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Messrs. 
Cobb of Alabama, Ogle, Averett, Julian, and Jack- 
son of New York. 

On .Accounts.—Messrs. Mason, McDonald, 
Clarke, Bay, and King of Rhode Island. 

On Miicaze.—Messrs. Fitch, Duncan, Stanton 
of Tennessce, Haymond, and Buel. 

On Engraving.—Messrs. Hammond, Dimmick, 
and Fowler. 

Joint Committee on the Library of Congress.— 
Messrs. Holmes, Mann of Massachusetts, and 
Duer. 

The following Committees of last session stand 
over under the rules, to wit: 


On Expenditures in the State Department.— | 
Messrs. Biaghede, Reed, Orr, Alexander, and 
Gorman. 


On Expenditures in the Treasury Department.— | 


Messrs. Caldwell of Kentucky, Schermerhorn, 
Ashe, Dixon, and Dunham. 


On Expenditures in the War Department.— 


Messrs. Dimmick, Schoolcraft, Harris of Llinois, | 


McMullen, and Hunter. 

On Expenditures in the Navy Department.— 
Messrs. Holladay, Thurman, Cartter, Pitman, 
and Harris of Tennessee. 

On Expenditures in the Post Office Department.— 
Messrs. McWillie, Holloway, Robbins, and 
Corwin. 

On Expenditures on the Public Buildings.— 
Messrs. Beale, Cole, Ross, Burrows, and Hoag- 
land. ° 

On Enrolled Bills —Messrs, Wildrick and 
Dickey. 

Mr. MORSE said that his colleague, the Hon, 
Henry A. Buiiarp, elected to fill the vacancy 
occasioned by the resignation of Mr. Conran, 
was present, and desirous to be qualified. 

Mr. Buiiarp was then conducted to the bar of 


Robinson, 





- SS 
On the Judiciary.—Messrs. Thompson of Penn- || the House, and was qualified by taking the usual 
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oath to support the Constitution of the United 
States. 


THE PRESIDENT’ S MESSAGE. 
Mr. BAYLY moved that the House resolve 


itself into Committee of the Whole on the state of || 


the Union. His object, he said, was to take up 
annual message to SpUnaerse committees. 

Mr. MEADE was understood to suggest to his 
colleague, |Mr. Bayxy,] that the most apprenens 


way would be to offer his resolutions in the House, | 


and have them referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 
Mr. BAYLY’S response was inaudible to the 


r 


mepenes 


“he question was then taken on the motion of 
Mr. Bay ty, and carried in the affirmative. 
I'he House accordingly resolved itself into Com- 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, | 


Mr. Boyp in the chair. 

Mr. WENTWORTH inquired of the Chair 
what was the first business in order? 

The CHAIRMAN stated that by the joint rules 
of the two Houses, it was provided that for the 


first six days of the session, the House may re- | 


sume the consideration of the business of the last 
session upon the calendar. 

Mr. WENTWORTH said that was the reason 
he had inquired. 


The CHAIRMAN remarked further, that, ac- 


cording to the universal usage, it was in order, 
however, within the period mentioned to take up 
and consider the President’s message. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. inquired if the Chair 
had decided that the President’s message was the 
first business in order? 


The CHAIRMAN stated that he had decided | 


that he would entertain the motion to proceed to 
the consideration of the President’s message. 


Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know what 


would be the business in order, if that motion was 
not entertained ? 

The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman raise 
any objection? 

Mr. WENTWORTH. 
to know what business would be in order, if this 
was not? 


The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will turn to 


| the calendar and ascertain. 


Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the committee 
proceed to the consideration of the President’s 
message. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair has already 
decided that that motion is in order. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I will not object. 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Ricuarpson and agreed to; and 


The committee then proceeded to the considera- | 


tion of the President’s message. 


Mr. BAYLY moved the following resolutions: || 


Resolwed, Thatso much of the annuai message of the 
President of the United States to the two Houses of Con- 


| gress at the present session as relates to our treaties, diplo- 


matic intercourse and relations with foreign nations, to- || 


gether with the accompanying correspondence in relation 

thereto, be referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
2d. That so much of said message as relates to the exist- 

ing tariff, and recommends a revision and change thereof; 


so much as relates to the revenue, and the prevention of | 


frauds in its collection; the state of the Treasury, the public 
debt, the general condition of the finances; the estimated 
receipts and expenditures for the next fiscal year; the estab- 
lishment of a Mint in California, and authorizing gold 
bullion which has been assayed and stamped to be received 
in payment of Government dues ; the appointinent of a com- 
mission to settle all private claims against the United States, 
and the appointment of a solicitor to represent the Govern- 
ment before such commission ; together with the report of 
the Secretary of the Treasury, and the documents and esti- 
mates accompanying it, be referred to the Committee of 
Ways and Means. 

3d. That so much of said message and accompanying 
documents as relates to the state and condition of the army 


of the United States, its increase and operations, and au- | 


thorizing officers of the army to be retired, be referred to the 


Committee on Military Affairs. 


4th. That so much of said message and accompanying | 


| documents as relates to the Navy of the United States, 


authorizing officers of the Navy to be retired, and the revis- 
ion of the code for the government of the Navy, be referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Sth. That so much of said message and accompanying 


| documents as relates to the Indian treaties, and our inter- 
| course with them, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
| Affairs. 


| 


6th. That so much of said message and accompanying 
documents as relates to the Post Office Department, the 
transportation of the mail, and the reduction of postage, be 
referred to the Committee on the Post Offices and Post 
Roads. 


7th. That so much of said message and accompanying 


He then took his seat | 


No, but I should like | 


tenn 


Dec. 9, 


documents, and of the report of the Secretary of the Ti, 


| Ury, as relates to the commerce and navigation of the ¢ 


try, the improvement of aan and the survey ‘tan 


| 
| coast of the United States, be referred to the Committee 
|; on Commerce. 

8th. That so much of said message and accompanyin 
documents as relates to the public lands, and to the Ormmat” 
zation of commissions to examine and decide upon the 


|| validity of the subsisting land titles in New Mexico an, 
and refer the subjects embraced in the President’s | 


California, be referred to the Committee on Public Lands 
9th. That so much of said message and accompanyin 

| documents as relates to roads and canals, and to the ‘ 

provement of the navigation of rivers, be referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

10th. That so much of said message and accompanying 
documents as relates to the establishment of an Agricy). 
tural Bureau, to be connected with the Department of the 
Interior, be referred to the Committee on Agriculture. } 

11th. That so much of said message and accompanying 
documents as relates to the act providing for taking the 
seventh census, be referred to the Committee on the Jy- 
diciary. 

12th. That so much of said message as relates to the 
| District of Columbia, be referred to the Committee on the 

District of Columbia. 


Mr. WENTWORTH asked for the reading of 
that part of the resolutions in reference to Roads 
and Canals. 

The 9th resolution of the series was again 
read. ' 

Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know what 

part of the President’s message was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce? 

The Crerk read the 7th resolution 
| series, 

Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know from 
| the gentleman from Virginia, [M®. Bayty,] why 

he made a distinction between ‘‘ rivers” and 
** harbors ?’’ 

Mr. BAYLY would explain with pleasure the 

| matter to which the gentleman from Illinois {Mr. 
Wentworth] referred. It had been usual of 
late years—— 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland, rose to a question 
| of order. He did not understand that the resolu- 
, tions were a to amendment, except paragraph 

by paragraph. 

the CHAIRMAN decided that they were not; 
but he had supposed that it would be the pleasure 
of the House to take the question on all the reso- 
lutions together. 

Mr. McLANE objected to any explanation of 
the resolutions, except on an amendment sub- 
mitted. 

Mr. WENTWORTH. I have no amendment 
|| to offer. 
|| The Crerx then proceeded to read the resolu- 
| tions seriatim. On the second resolution being 
|| read, 
|| Mr. STRONG rose and said: Mr. Chairman, 
|| if 1 understand that resolution, it proposes to refer 
| the question of the establishment of a Board of 
|| Claims against the United States to the Committee 

of Ways and Means. Jt seems to me that it does 
| not properly belong to the Committee of Ways 
and Means, burdened as that committee already 
is, and I think it ought to be referred to the Ju- 
| diciary Committee. I move to amend the second 
resolution by striking out all that provides for the 
reference of that part of the President’s message 
which relates to the establishment of a Board of 
| Claims, which is in the following words: 

‘« The appointment of a commissioner to settle all private 

claims of the United States, and the appointment of a s0- 


licitor to represent the Government before such commis- 
|| sioner.”? 


4 
Mr. BAYLY (Mr. Srrone yielding the floor) 
said, if the gentleman from Pennsylvania will al- 
low me, I will explain the motives which actuated 
me in that part of my resolution. I had some 
doubt in my own mind whether the proposition 
| for the constitution of this board belonge prop- 
erly to the Committee on the Judiciary, the Com- 
mittee of Claims, or the Committee of Ways and 
|| Means; but the subject originated in the Senate 


of the 


|| with the Committee on Finance, and it is a sub- 
| ject directly affecting questions of finance, and 
\ ‘therefore, in deference to what was done in the 
Senate, I thought that the Committee of Ways 
/and Means was the appropriate reference. 
have, however, no feeling on the subject whatever, 
"and the House can make such disposition of the 
subject as they please. ; 
Mr. ST RONG. I do not propose to remark at 
length upon this subject. e subject would be 
\| entirely safe, in my opinion, in the hands of the 
|| Committee of Ways and Means; but I know that 
| feet committee is ea burdened, and | 





feel some solicitude that Board of Claims 








1s 
in- 


the 














should be established during the present session, | 
and that it should be established with care, and || 
made as perfect as such a board can be made pre- 
vious toexperiment. I think that the Committee | 
on the Judiciary have more leisure; and J think, 
also, that it is a question involving rather those 
duties which, under our rules, are imposed upon 
the Committee on the Judiciary than those which 
are imposed upon the Committee of Ways and 
Means; and with a view, therefore, of taking the 
sense of the House, I move to strike out all that 
vart of the resolution which refers to this subject, 
in order that it may be hereafter referred to the | 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DUNHAM. At the last session of Con- 
gress this subject was referred to the Committee 
of Claims. ‘The Committee of Claims took some 
pains to investigate it; and I think they took 
some action in the matter. At all events, [ know | 
that a report was prepared. It seems to me that 
the matter appropriately belongs to the Commit- 
tee of Claims, and they are certainly better pre- | 
pared to judge of the necessity of such a board 
than any other committee in the House. 

Mr. STRONG, (interposing.) If the gentle- 
man from Indiana will allow me, I will state to 
him, that I do not now propose to refer the sub- | 
ject to any committee. I have only moved to 
strike it out of this resolution, with a view to its 
appropriate reference hereafter. 

‘he CHAIR. The gentleman from Pennsyl- | 
yvania will suspend his remarks. 

The SPEAKER here resumed the chair tem- 
porarily; and 

A message was received from the Senate by 
Mr. Dicxrns, their Secretary, informing the House 
that that body had adopted the joint resolution 
providing for the election of Chaplains for the two 
Hewsas of Congress; and that they had elected 
the Rev. Mr. Butler on their part. Also, inform- 
ing the House that the Senate had, in pursuance 
of the joint rules of the two Houses, appointed 
on their part the following joint committees: 

On the Library—Messrs. Pearce, Mason, and 
Davis of Mississippi. 

On Printing—Messrs. Borland, Hamlin, and | 
Smith. 
On Enrolled Bills—Messrs. Badger and Win- | 
throp. 

The Chairman of the committee resumed the | 
chair. 

Mr. VINTON. I do not think, Mr. Chair- 
man, that it is a matter of much importance 
where this reference goes. ‘There isa bill to estab- | 
lish a Board of Claims, which passed the Senate 
last session, and which now has its place on the 
calendar, which the House can take up and act 
on at any time; and, if passed, the subject is dis- 
posed of. If the Committee of Ways and Means, | 
or the Judiciary Committee, or any other, were 
to report a new bill, it would take its place at the 
foot of the calendar, must necessarily go through 
both Houses of Congress, and there would be no 

robability of disposing of it at the present session. 
F think, therefore, without ‘init more time 
upon the subject, that the better way will be, here- 
after, if it should be necessary, to move to dis- 
charge the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union from the Senate bill now on the cal- 
endar, and refer it to some standing committee, | 
and then, if we pass that bill, we shall not have 
to send it to the Senate. I will merely add, that 
for the reason§ given by the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, [Mr. Bayiy,] I think the resolution sub- 
mitted by him had better remain as it is, 

Mr. MEADE, It seems to me that that part 
of the resolution which refers to a subject so in- 
timately connected with the Judiciary Depart- 
ment of the Government, should be referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, as that would be the 
more appropriate direction. 

The object is to constitute a tribunal for the pur- | 
pose of adjudicating the rights of individuals in | 
relation to the Government; and if a proposition 
was made to create a new court ora new tribunal 
for the purpose of adjudging claims of that de- 
scription, why, it directly relates to the Judicia 
of the country, and the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary is the appropriate committee to which that 
matter should be referred. 


If, because the matter in contemplation involves 
the expenditure of money, it should therefore be 
referred to the Committee of Ways and Means, 
there would be no necessity for any other commit- 
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| ent House of Congress is the very worst to which 








tee in this House but the Committee of Ways 


and Means, for almost all legislation involves the | 


expenditure of money. I am in favor, Mr. Chair- | 


ONAL GLOBE. 
— 


man, as | was at the previous session, of estab- || 


| lishing some tribunal other than this House, to | 
| pass on the private claims of individuals. 


My 
short experience in this body has convinced me 
that we never yet passed a law, appropriating 
money for the satisfaction of private claims, which 
was understood by ten men in the House, at the 
time of its passage. The little glimmering of licht 
which is afforded to members of Congress by the 
imperfect discussions which have taken place 
when such bills are presented, are by no means 
sufficient to enable the House to arrive ata full 
understanding of the subject, and to vote accord- 
ingly. Of all the tribunals in the world, the pres- 


such matters could be possibly referred. 

I believe, sir, that if the history of this body 
was examined, since its establishment, it would 
be found that as many improper claims were passed 
by this body as proper ones. And if you were | 
to consult those petitions and memorials, that | 
have been hanging here for the last thirty years, 
you will find that probably a larger proportion of 
these ought to have been long since passed by the 
Congress of the United States, than those which 
have been. The question was before the last 





Congress, but it was imperfectly discussed then; | 


and though the bill which was proposed by the 


Committee of Claims was very imperfect, yet it 


received considerable support from both sides of 


the House; and imperfect as it was, I believe such 
a tribunal ought to have been established. 1am 
not prepared now, to say, whether such a tribu- 


| nal should consist of a board of commissioners, or 


whether the judiciary of the country should be so 
reorganized as to be permitted to entertain jurisdic- 
tion of private claims against the Government. 

It is a question, sir, which deserves serious con- 


sideration; and in reference to the Judiciary of the 


. . . . . . 
country, it is my opinion that the Committee on 
the Judiciary is the proper committee to institute 


a comparison between the one tribunal and the || 


other. I shall, therefore, vote for the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 


Strone;| and when the question comes up, to | 


which the motion will be applicable, I shall ask 

that this portion of the President’s message shall 

be referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. BOKEE. I would call the attention of the 


| House to the fact, that this is not a new question. 


It is one that was very fully considered by the 
} d y 

last Congress. A very elaborate report on the sub- 

ject was made to this House by a committee of 


| the House, and a bill was presented, the details of 


which had been fully matured, but for want of 
time it was not passed. But, sir, at a very early 
stage of this Congress, the subject was brought 


| bill was passed which came to this House and was 


who reported it back with some very immaterial 
| amendments and recommended its passage; but it 
is well known that time was not afforded here to 
| put it on its passage, and it now remains upon the 
calendar. 

Sir, the entire details of that bill have been 
| matured, and there is hardly a member on this 
floor who is not fully acquainted with those details. 
All that is to be considered now, it strikes me, is, 


|| what effect the passage of this bill will have upon 


the finances of the country. Now I understand 
that the Committee of Ways and Means have paid 
| some attention to that question, and are prepared 
to act upon it and to report to this House; and in 
order that we may have speedy action on the bill, 
the reference, in my judgment, should be to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. It strikes me 
that in pursuing that course we shall expedite and 
insure the passage of the bill. I hope, therefore, 
that the motion made by the chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means will ‘ve adopted by 
the House. 
The question was then taken on Mr. Strona’s 
amendment, and it was adopted—ayes 105, noes 
not counted. « 


The fourth resolution having been read— 





| ** Navy,”’ where it last occurs: 


before the Senate, and duly considered there; a | 


referred to a standing committee of the House, | 


18 


as refers to the establishment of a line of steamers from the 
western coast of the United States to China.” 

Mr. BAYLY. The object of these resolutions 
is to refer the various portions of the President's 
message; but there is not a word in the Presi- 
_ dent’s message about this line of steamers to China, 
| and that is the reason why it is not embraced in 
the resolution. ‘ 

Mr. STANTON. It is true, Mr. Chairman, 
that it is not referred to in the President’s mes- 
sage, but it is referred to in the accom anying 
documents; and as the gentleman from Virgimia, 
in his resolutions, has not been satisfied with a 
general reference of matters connected with the 
| navy, but has specified particular subjects, it is 

proper to specify this particular subject also; and 
though not referred to in the President’s message, 
it is referred to in the report of the Secretary of 
the Navy. ‘ 

The CHAIRMAN decided that the amendment 


~_ — - _ — 


| was in order. 


Mr. GREEN. I will simply remark, that I do 

| not think the amendment ought to be agreed to, 
for this reason: ‘The proposed line of steamers to 
| China are, I suppose, of the same character as the 
lines heretofore established: and it is well known 
| to this House that they were established prima- 
rily on the ground of the advantage to the mail 
service, and the matter ought, therefore, to be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. It is true that they have been some- 
times referred to incidentally as connecting them- 
selves with the Navy, and providing a means for 
strengthening that branch of the public service, 
but the primary ground on which they have been 
established has been for the purpose of affording 
mail facilities. So far was this principle carried 
| during the last session of Congress, that, if I mis- 
take not, the line from New York to Chagres was 
provided for in the appropriation bill, for mail 
services performed, without any reference what- 
ever to their adaptation to the naval service or to 
naval purposes. 

I throw out this suggestion for the purpose of 
reminding the House that the primary ground of 
the establishment of this system was for mail 
facilities, and the Post Office Committee is there- 
fore the appropriate committee to which the sub- 
ject should be referred. I shall, therefore, vote 
against this amendment; but if, hereafter, it shall 
be proposed to refer this subject, together with 
| the other portions of the President’s message re- 
lating to the postal facilities of the country, to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads, I 
may vote for it. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. 1 would sim- 
oly remark, in reply to what the gentleman from 
| Missouri [Mr. Green] has said, that the sub- 
ject has been recommended to the attention of 
Congress by the Secretary of the Navy in his 
report. Coming, therefore, from the Navy De- 
partment, and having direct reference to the Navy 
of the United States, it goes appropriately to the 
Naval Committee. I presume, as I said before, 
| that inasmuch as the gentleman from Virginia 
| (Mr. Barty] has specified particular subjects for 
| reference, and has not been satisfied with a gen- 
eral reference of all the subjects connected with 
the Navy, this being a matter of some consequence 
| and recommended by the Secretary of the Navy 
| as appropriate to the Naval Department, the mat- 
ter ought properly to go to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs. 

Mr. VINTON, (interposing.) I would mere- 
ly suggest to the gentleman from Tennessee, 
| (Mr. Sranton,] that inasmuch as this subject is 
|} not mentioned in the President’s message, in 
|| order to put his amendment in a proper form he 
|| should alter it so as to read, ‘‘so much of the ac- 
companying report of the Secretary of the Navy 
|| as relates to the subject,’’ &c. 

Mr.STANTON. laccept that amendment, but 
dissent from the suggestion of the gentleman from 
Missouri, [Mr. Green.} It will be a very singu- 
lar reference, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, and 








Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, offered the fol- | 
lowing amendment, to be inserted after the word | 


1} 
! . . 
‘¢And so much ef the repert of the Secretary of the Navy ! priate to refez che recommendations of the 


a singular proposition to ask this body to pass— 
| that so much of the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy as refers to such and such a matter be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
| Roads. If this had been contained in the report 


of the Postmaster General, such a reference would 
have been very appropriate; but coming from the 
Navy Departinent, it seems to be very Mg od 

ere- 
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tary of the Navy to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. 

The Cierx then read Mr. Sranton’s amend- 
ment as modified. 

Mr. BAYLY. I would suggest to the chair- 
man of the Committee on Naval Affairs that that 
specification, in the form in which he now has it, 





would exclude the reference of any other part of 


the Report of the Secretary of the Navy, than 
that to which he refers. ‘The reference of a spe- 
cified part of the report of the Secretary of the 
Navy to that committee would leave the rest of it 
unreferred. 

In drawing up these resolutions, I preferred to 
teal in generalities, and I only departed from that 
in the ease where the President of the United 
States himself gave particular prominence to par- 
ticular subjects, and where these subjects were 
most particularly prominent in the President’s 
message, 


different committees than minute specifications. 

Mr. VINTON. Is the whole report of the 
Secretary of the Navy referred to the Naval Com- 
mittee? 

Mr. BAYLY. Unquestionably. 

Mr. VINTON. Does the resolution state that 
the report of the Secretary of the Navy is referred 
to the Naval Committee ? 

Mr. BAYLY. It refers so much of the Presi- 
dent’s message and accompanying documents as 
relates to the Navy, which is the most compre- 
hensive term I could employ. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. If it is under- 
stood that that will be the effect of the gentleman’s 
resolution, I will withdraw the amendment I have 
offered. 

The amendment was accordingly withdrawn. 

Mr. GIDDINGS rose and said: I move, sir, to 
insert between the resolution last read and the one 
succeeding, the following, as a distinct resolution: 

Resolved, That so much of said message and accompa 
nying documents as relates to our domestic policy, be re- 
ferred to the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. G. continued as follows: It has been usual, 
sir, for this body, while considering the Presi- 
dent’s message in Committee of the Whole, to in- 


vestigate and examine its political character. In || 


accordance with that freedom of discussion which 
has usually characterized our consideration of this 
document, I will avail myself of the present mo- 


ment to examine that portion which relates to our | 


domestic affairs. I did not anticipate, sir, that 
the message would be under consideration to-day, 
and I am not, therefore, 
give it that examination which I should have be- 
stowed upon it, had [ more time for preparation, 
for examining its details. There are some por- 
tions of the message which I heartily approve, 
which I desire to commend, and in which most 
heartily coincide. In its g®@neral features and 
character, its beldness, its candor, its perfect 


- frankness, it is highly to be approved. It is |) 


what was due from that high functionary. In all 


his positions, so far as he has laid them down, | 


‘‘whoso readeth can understand.”” There is no 
deception, nor any uncertainty in the President’s 
position. Thus far I most cheerfully commend it. 


Sut, sir, I will call your attention to that portion | 


of it which refers to our domestic policy, as being 


the most interesting to the Houseand the country. | 


But before I proceed to the examination of that 
portion which relates to the fugitive bill, I will call 


the attention of this House to the President’s views | 
On this point he has not hesi- | 
tated to speak his own views, and to cast aside 
and discard the doctrines on which he was elected. |! 


of the veto power. 


It is well known that in the canvass of 1848 the 
Whig party avowed it as one of their cardinal 
principles, that the President should never exercise 


the prerogative of vetoing a bill unless it was | 
\ The President now goes | 


clearly unconstitutional. 
as far in support of the unlimited use of the veto 
as ever Jackson or Polk or Tyler professed to go. 

For his boldness and frankness on this point he 
is entitled te our commendation. But IT havea 
curiosity to see how many of his political friends 
will face about at this bidding of the Executive 
and discard their former doctrines. 

But it is very evident that the President has an 
object in this change of views on the subject of 
the veto, 
yessage, it is evident that he intends we shall un- 


derstand that he will veto any law for the ‘repeal || 


| not so very obvious. 


| arrest of fugitive slaves under this law. 
intimation that he will use the army and navy to | 


I employed general terms, because I || 
thought they would carry a larger jurisdiction to | 


| men? 





as vared at present to | 


By looking at the latter portion of the || 
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of this fugitive bill; and in order to open the way 
to that result with some show of cousistency, it 
was necessary for him to discard the doctrines on 
which he was elected. For his candor and bold- 
ness in thus casting aside the errors of his party, 
J think him entitled to our approbation. 

The President next quotes that portion of the 
Constitution in which te says ‘*the Constitution 
has made it the duty of the Pidaban to see that 


| the laws be faithfully executed.”’ 


The necessity or propriety of this quotation is 
Ido not think it has been 
quoted for the last twenty-five years by any Pres- 
ident; but it is now evidently quoted in conse- 
quence of the difficulties which have attended the 


execute this odious enactment. 
One prominent feature of the whole message is, 
however, perfectly obvious. The President in- 


tends that the South shall understand that he in- | 
| tends to sustain their institutions. 


The Constitution provides that the “ citizens 


| of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 


and immunities of the citizens of the several 
States.’’? He knows that our free colored citizens 
of the North have been seized in southern States 
and sold into bondage—held in degrading servi- 
tude; that hundreds, and perhaps thousands, are 
now bowing beneath the lash in southern chains. 


Sir, does he allude to the return of these free- | 
Does he tell us that this paramount law of | 
| the land shall be sustained—that he will see it be | 
| duly executed ? 
an allusion to this transcendent outrage upon the | 
Constitution, while he is particular upon those laws | 


No, sir! he has not a word nor 


which relate to the return of fugitive slaves. 


makes no allusion to these outrages, 
I will now 
ment in which 


fully coneur. The President 


| says, that ‘“‘every citizen who truly loves the 


desires the continuance of its 
blessings, will resolutely and 


*‘ Constitution, and 
‘existence and its 
‘firmly resist any 


‘affairs which the Constitution has clearly and 


‘unequivocally left to the exclusive authority of 


‘the States.”’ 


This, Mr. Chairman, is the doctrine of the Con- 
stitution, the doctrine of its framers. It is the 
doctrine of the Free-Soilers. 
feature in the Constitution, which the whole his- 
tory of its adoption has made plain, it is that sla- 
very is a State institution over which Congress 
has no control—with which this Federal Govern- 
ment has no legitimate powers to interfere. We, 


sir, of the North, will not be constrained, even by | 
The sla- | 


your fugitive laws, to interfere with it. 


very of Virginia belongs to her. If she possess 


\| the power and the disposition to uphold it, we 


cannot put it down or abolish it. If she sees fit to 
abolish it, we have no power to interfere to sus- 


| tain it. 

I have often defined the views of anti-slavery | 
men, and of the Free-Soilers on this subject. | 
|| Others have done it; yet we are misapprehended || 
The very clause of the mes- | 


and misrepresented. 
sage now under consideration, shows that the 
President intended to impute to some portion of 
our people an intention to interfere with slavery. 
He should have known that no respectable num- 
ber of our northern people have expressed any 
such wish or intention. But for the hundredth 


time I will say that, under the Confederation, | 
each State held as supreme and unlimited powers | 


over the institution of slavery within its own 
borders, as the Government of Russia holds over 
its serfs; that no other power upon earth pos- 
sessed the right to tegetfers in any manner; that 


at the adoption of the Constitution these pow- | 


ers were retained, and now remain with euch 
State; that no portion of them was delegated to 
this Government; that we have as much power 
to-day to interfere with Russian serfdom as with 
Virginia slavery ;—yet this fugitive law was a 
direct and positive attempt to interfere to involve 
this Government and the people of the free States 
in supporting slavtry. 

Nothing could have been further from the 
jhoughts of those who framed the Constitution. 


It is an | 


uote, with pleasure, a senti- | 


interference in those domestic | 


If there be any one | 











In that Convention, Mr. Gouverneur Morris maid 

that “he never would concur in upholding domest 
slavery.’’ So say I, and so say our people of th. 
North. We never will concur in upholdine that 
institution. Mr. Morris added: * It is a nefarious 
institution. It was the curse of Heaven upon th, 
States in which it existed.” : 

So we say. It is a curse upon those States 
but the curse is theirs, not ours, and we wil] oie 
share in it. Your fugitive law shall not compel 
us to share in it. Our fathers would not consen; 
to be involved in its crimes—we will not. 

Mr. Gerry, of Massachusetts, said: ** While we 
had nothing to do with slavery in the States, we 
should be careful to lend no sanction to it.” gj; 
we will lend no sanction to it, nor shall your fer. 
tive law compel us to sanction it, Mr. Dickinson 
‘* thought it a proper subject for the General Goy. 
ernment to interfere with, asit affected our national 
happiness.”? But southern members résisted this 
proposition, and would not consent to any interfer- 
ence. 

But, sir, to come more directly to this question 
of fugitive slaves. The report of the committee 
giving the form of the Constitution contained a 
clause for the return of fugitives from justice, 
| They were to be delivered up by the Executive 

of the State to which they fled. It is done at the 
expense of such State. 

On considering this repowt, Messrs. Butler and 
Pinckney, of South Carolina, proposed to amend 
the report, so as to make it the duty to surrender 
up fugitives from labor in the same manner. But 
| Mr. Wilson of Pennsylvania, objected that such 

an amendment would ‘* compel the free States to 
do it at the public expense.” 


} 

| Mr. Sherman, of Connecticut, said: ** He could 
Again: he has seen the agents of Massachusetts || 

| driven by mob violence from South Carolina and 
Louisiana, when sent there to see the laws exe- | 
cuted by their courts for the relief of our freemen | 
who are there held in degrading servitude; but he || 


see no more propriety in arresting a fugitive ser- 


‘| vant or slave at the public expense than there 


would be in arresting a horse.”” And Mr. Butler, 

| on these suggestions being made, withdrew his 
proposition. Sir, not a member of that body 
dared stand up then and advocate an amendment 
which should involve us in the expense or dis- 
grace of arresting fugitive slaves. Sir, no stronger 
evidence of the accuracy of the views which | 
| have expressed could possibly have been left on 
| record. 

It was the intention of those framers of the 
Constitution to secure to the master the right to pur- 
sue and arrest his slave without molestation or 
hindrance. They then declared that no, law or 
regulation should be passed by any State, by 
which the fugitive should be released from service 
or labor: ** non-intervention”’ was their doctrine. 
By the Constitution we are bound to deliver up 
the fugitive slave to his master, in the same man- 
ner that we deliver up our friends to the civil officer. 
We were not permitted to interfere. We are to 
| stand neutral, and permit the master to take his 
slave if he can. 

Sir, did those framers of the Constitution intend 
that northern freemen should leave their shops, 
their ploughs, their merchandise, to give chase to 
| fugitive slaves? Why, such an assertion would 
be a slander, a libel upon those patriots. The law 
of 1793 was framed in accordance with the Con- 
stitution. That gives to the master no process 
for the arrest of his slave. It lends no aid of 
this Government, or of any of its officers, nor of 
any citizen of any State to aid or assist the master 
| in arresting or carrying back his slave. That law 
secures him against interference on the part of 
any person to prevent him from arresting and re- 
| turning his slave. Those who had assisted in 
framing the Constitution, assisted in framing this 
law. They knew the intention of those who 
framed the Constitution, and I have no doubt 
carried that intention into the law of ’93. 

From that day until the agitation of the annexa- 
| tion of Texas, this doctrine of non-interference was 
held by southern and by northern men. In 1843, 
this new theory of prostituting the power of this 
Government in favor of slavery was put forth by 
the then Secretary of State; but no man in this 
House ever came forward with an argument in 
favor of that doctrine until the last session of 
Congress. The gentleman from Georgia, [Mr. 
Toomss,] not now in his seat, was the first to 
come forward in this Hall with an argument in 
favor of this new theory of subsidizing the peo- 
ple of the free States to the support of slavery. 

Now, sir, with the President, I t, that no 


| lover of the Constitution will seek to interfere in 
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matters left with the States. We will not be made 
to interfere with it; but I must hasten to another 
expression of the President. : 

He tells us ‘‘ the law is the only sure protection 
of the weak, and the only efficient restraint upon 
the strong.” This, sir, 1s said in direct reference 
to this fugitive slave law. It would seem that the 
President intended to see how far he could impose 
upon the intelligence of the people. Sir, what 
protection does this law lend to the poor, weak, 
op pressed, degraded slave, whose flesh has often 


uivered under the lash of his inhuman owner? | 
whose youth has been spent in labor for another; | 


whose intellect has been nearly blotted out? When 


he seeks an asylum in a land of freedom, this | 
worse than barbarous law sends the officers of 


Government to chase him down. The people are 
constrained to become his pursuers. Famishing, 
fainting, and benumbed with the cold, he drags 
his weary limbs forward, while the whole power 
of the Government under the President’s com- 


mand, the army and navy, and all the freemen of | 


the land, organized into a constabulary force, are 
on his track to drag him back to bondage, under 
this law. And this law, the President tells us, is 
the only sure protection to the miserable slave. 
The expression, appears to me, rather insulting 
to our intelligence. 

Sir, there is not a man in this body—there is 
not an intelligent man in the free States, but 
knows, if he delivers a fugitive into the custody 
of his pursuers that he will be carried to the 
South and sold to the sugar or cotton plantations, 
and his life will be sacrificed in five years if em- 
ployed on the sugar plantations, and in seven 
years on the cotton plantations. The men of the 
North, who look upon this as murder, would as 
soon turn out and cut the throats of the defence- 
less negro as to send him back to a land of chains 
and whips. As soon would they do this as com- 
ply with a law which violates every principle of 
common justice and humanity. The law, sir, 
holds him who aids in a murder as guilty as he 
who strikes the knife to the heart of the victim. 
Under our law,a man is hanged if he fails to pre- 
venta murder when it is plainly in his power to 
doso, Such man is held guilty of the act, and 
he is hanged accordingly. ‘The man who should 
assist in the capture of a fugitive, would be re- 
garded by us as guilty as he under whose lash the 
victim expires. 

I have compared this capture of a fugitive to a 
common aed. In doing that I do injustice to 
the common murderer. To capture a slave and 
send him to the South to die under a torture of 
five years, is far more criminal than ordinary 
murder. * 

Sir, we will not commit this crime. Let me say 
to the President, no power of Government can 
compel us to involve ourselves in such guilt. No! 
The freemen of Ohio will never turn out to chase 
the panting fugitive—they will never be metamor- 
erswce into blood-hounds, to track him to his 

iding-place, and seize and drag him out, and de- 
liver him to his tormentors. Rel upon it, they 
will die first. They may be shot down, the can- 
non and bayonet and sword may do their work 
7 them; they may drown the Suvtives in their 
blood, but never will they stoop to such degrada- 
tion, 

Let no man tell me there is no higher law than 
this fugitive bill. We feel there is a law of right, 
of justice, of freedom, implanted in the breast of 
every intelligent human being, that bids him look 
with scorn upon this libel upon all that is called law. 

Sir, 1 was about to make some comparisons, 
but perhaps they may be regarded as indelicate. 
During last Summer two distinguished gentlemen of 
the same name occupied much of the public atten- 
tion. One was said to have committed murder, 
and the other to have procured the passage of this 
law. One was hengell dup his crime, the other, for 
his efforts, taken to the Executive Cabinet. One 
destroyed the life of an individual, the other con- 
tributed his efforts foythe passage of this law, 
which must consign hundreds, perhaps thousands, 
‘o premature graves. I, sir, cannot speak for 
others; but for myself I would rather meet my 
final Judge with the guilt of him who has gone to 
his final account than of him who now sits in 
yonder Cabinet. 

I will ask the attention of the. committee to 
another, a further expression, intended to add 
weight to the declaration already noticed. 


$$$ —_—_—__+—— _ ——— 


The President says: ** You, gentlemen, and the | obscurity, resting on that party who supports this 
country, may be assured, that to the utmost of || Administration. All the Whies throughout the 
my ability, and to the extent of the power vested || country, (and I speak it with some degree of feel- 
in me, I shall at all times, and in all places, take || ing, for I once had the pleasure of acting with 
care that the laws be faithfully executed.” || them, when we had principles; then weavowed and 
' Now, I have told you what the effects of that || acted upon the doctrines { have stated to-day,)— 
law will be. I have pointed out the course which || all the Whigs throughout the country feel that 
| I think our northern people will take in re- || their unity is gone; the party has departed from 

gard to it. Let the President hurl his taunts | its doctrines and principles, and has descended, 
at the freemen of the North. Let him speak of step by step, from its position of 1844, until it has 
the powers vested in him; let him use the bayonet, | literally hecome a slave-catching party. 

the sword, and the cannon; let him make himself The President informs us that these measures 
| another Haynau; let him drench our land of free- || ‘* were adopted in a spirit of conciliation, and for 
dom in blood; but he will never make us obey that || the purpose of conciliation.” * I believe,” says he, 
law. The first cannon that opens its sound upon | “that a great majority of our fellow-citizens sym- 
northern freemen tells the death-knell of this Re- || pathize in that spirit and that purpose, and in the 
public! I say what before God and man I feel— || main approve it.’’ Sir, where does the President 
that the moment your Army or Navy confronts the || find this evidence of approval in the popular mind ? 
freemen of the North, that moment will bring this || Does he draw his conclusions from the result of 
Republic to its eternal sleep. I make these re- | the elections in Delaware, New Jersey, or Ohio? 
| marks not by way of menace. I do not merely || Does he find consolation in the election of Michi- 
say that I am meres my personal intentions || gan or Wisconsin? Or in Massachusetts? Does 
in that respect. state what every enlightened || he not read the doom of this measure from their 
statesman who has read the history of our |) results? Does he not read the handwriting upon 
race, must feel and admit. A free, enlightened, || the wall? Or, does he not see the true indications 
and independent people will never be compelled || of the public mind, in the popular meetings, the 





by the bayonet, or cannon, or the sword, to aid || resolutions and expressions of popular indignation 
in carrying into effect this fugitive law. now manifesting itself throughout the entire North ? 
It is due to our southern friends, who from the || Does the denunciation of distinguished leaders of 
time of the passing of this law, have perhaps ex- || that party give the President encouragement to 
| pected that the President, in the event of disineli- believe that this law can be maintained ? 
nation to obey it, would send his troops, his || A distinguished judge in northern Ohio, a leader 
minions to enforce it; it is due to them, I repeat, | of the Whig party, does not hesitate to say that 
that they should understand that the intelligence || he will issue a habeas corpus, and will release any 
and firmness of the freemen of the North cannot || slave brought before him under this law. Such 
| be coerced into a compliance with its injunctions, || is the case in almost all portions of the northern 
and there is no power on earth that can compel | States. Public sentiment is loud in condemnation 





them to it. of this law; opposition to it is increasing and ex 

I am told, in an undertone, that power will not | tending and rolling forward, and no power can 
be exerted. I hope and trust it will not. If || stop it until this law shall be stricken from the 
the President be a lover of our — in- || statute book. Who is the President, that he 
stitutions; if he desires to sustain this Govern- || should threaten and menace the people with his 
ment; if he be a friend of this Union, he will || power? Why, sir, he is merely intrusted with 
| never attempt to enforce this law, or to carry out || the execution of the public will. He is the crea- 
the menaces contained in that message. ‘These || ture of their power, Daseaibin upon the popular 
menaces are unworthy of the President; indeed, || breath. Sir, they will laugh to scorn his impo- 
I do not inipute them to him so much as to the || tent threats. 
counsel by which he is guided. We know that, |! The President says, near the conclusion of his 
on the 7th of March, a programme of these meas- || message, ‘I cannot doubt that the American peo- 
ures was put forth at the other end of the Capi- || ‘ ple, bound together by kindred blood and com- 
tol, and debated there for months; but this fugi- || ‘ mon traditions, still cherish a paramount regard 
tive bill, when presented to this House, was |) ‘for the Union of their fathers; and that they are 
passed under the previous uestion. No discus- ‘ready to rebuke any attempt to violate its integ- 
sion of its provisions was allowed. The feelings || ‘rity, to disturb the compromises on which it is 
of the North were not expressed nor represented. || ‘based, or to resist the laws which have been 
Our lips were hermetically sealed, in order that it || ‘ enacted under its authority.” 
might pass and assume the form of law. But, A noble sentiment, to which I respond from the 
sir, it can never receive the spirit or force of law. || deepest feelings of my heart. The Union of our 
The power of public sentiment is opposed to it, || fathers! there is something solemn in it. Look at 
and it will remain a dead letter upon your statute || the thirteen old States. How different was that 
book. |} Union from the present? I revere the Union of 

I will now refer to that part of the message || our fathers; there is a pleasing solemnity in the 
in which the President says, ‘‘I believed those || recollections of everything that pertains to that 
measures,’ referring to this bill, ‘to have been || Union; but where is it now? How have their sons 
necessary, and required by the circumstances and || abandoned it? 
condition of the country.” || Commercial benefits first induced us to abandon 

I rejoice, Mr. Chairman, that he has boldly || the Union of our fathers and annex Louisiana—to 
avowed this fact. The whole North believed that || associate with a foreign people. Then we again 
he was in heart and conscience opposed to this || abandoned that Union, and took Florida to our em- 
bill. Every Whig press in the North said plainly || brace. Then, to extend and perpetuate slavery, 
that the President did not favor this bill, but that || we abandoned that Union and brought in slave- 
he was coerced—that he signed it by gs eee | holding Texas, assuming her war and carrying 
It was the Whig doctrine concerning the veto || devastation, rapine, and bloodshed to the heart of 
that compelled him to sign it. The President’s || Mexico, in order to extend slavery. And to cap 
views on the question are now before the country, | the climax, you have passed this fugitive mw, and 
and he avows his position manfully. He places || made the citizens of Ohio and of all the free States 
himself upon this ai and here I wish to say to || the catchpoles to Texas slavehunters. Well, sir, 
the House, that from this time we all know where || I do not say that northern men have lost all love 
the President is. He is in favor of this law; he not || and regard for the Union. But one thing is cer- 
only places himself there, but his administration tain, that they do not feel that reverence for it 
and his party must stand or fall by this law. I || which once was so prevalent among us. They 
rejoice at it! They must sink or swim, live or || feel, sir, less attachment to it than formerly. They 
die, stand cr fall with this enactment. We || now speak of dissolution without hesitation, And 
now know where to find the supporters of sla- || if the Union be exerted for their degradation, by 
very and the advocates of freedom. Every man | subjecting them to the provisions of this fugitive 
throughout the whole country, at the North and || law, they would greatly prefer to see it dissolved, 
South, may now ee ter nee || On this subject I feel no compunctions. More 
a full knowledge of the character of the party with || than eight years since, with twenty other mem- 
whom he acts. Those that support this law must || bers of this body, I addressed the people of the 
consent to obey it and to enforce it, to the letter. || free States, foretelling this state of things: , 
He who will sustain this law must be willing to|| ‘* We hesitatenot to say that annezation effected 
pursue the flying bondman as he hastens to a land |S by any act or proceeding of the Federal Govern- 
of freedom. ; || ‘ment, or any of its departments, wouLp BE 
There is no lingering doubt, no difficulty, no || ‘IDENTICAL WITH DissoLutTion. It would be a 










































































‘ violation of our national compact, its objects and 
‘designs, and the great elementary principles 
‘which entered into its formation, of a character | 
‘so deep and fundamental, and would be an at- 
‘tempt to eternize an instituuion and a power so 
‘unjust in themselves, so injurious to the interests 
‘and abhorrent to the feelings of the people of the 
‘ free States as, in our opinion, not only inevitably 
‘to result in a dissolution of the Union, but 
‘fully to justify it. And we not only assert that 
‘the people of the free States ought not to submit | 
‘to it, but we say with confidence, THEY WILL 
‘NOT SUBMIT TO IT.”’ 

‘These were the sentiments of one of the ablest 
statesmen of this nation. They are the senti- | 
ments of the ‘‘ old man eloquent,’’ and of many | 
distinguished Whigs of that day. And, sir, we 
know that the prediction has been in part fulfilled. 

Sur, the spirit of the Pilgrim Fathers, that was 
manifested at Bunker’s Hill, at Saratoga, and at 
Yorktown, still exists in the North. This same 
spirit that resisted the stamp act will resist your fugi- 
tive slave bill. The spirit which threw the tea 
into Bostow harbor will set your infamous law at 
defiance.. The spirit which overthrew the power 
of the British Crown will submit to no force that 
shali attempt to constrain them to comply with | 
the odious provisions of this enactment. 

| Here the hour expired. ] 

Mr. BROWN, of Indiana. We have before 
us a short session and a great deal of business to 
transact, and if at this time, without anything be- | 


fore us for definite action, we go into a long ram- |! 


bling debate, there is no knowing when and where 
this matter may end, I therefore move that the 
committee rise, for the purpose of offering a reso- 
lution to terminate this debate in ten minutes after 
we get back into committee. [Cries of ‘five 
minutes” and ** one minute.’’] 

The question was then put on the motion of 
Mr. Brown, and it was agreed to. 

The committee then rose, and its chairman re- 
ported progress. 

Mr. BROWN moved the usnal resolution, to | 
terminate the debate in five minutes after getting 
hack into Committee of the Whole on the state of | 
the Union. 

Mr. HIBBARD moved to substitute *‘ one”? for | 
** five,”’ and called for the previous question. 

The demand for the previous question was 
seconded, and the main question ordered. 

The question being first on the amendment, it 
was put and carried in the affirmative; and 

The question recurring on the resolution as 
amended, it was put, and the resolution was 
adopted. 

Mr. MEADE remarked, that before going again 
into committee, he desired to offer a resolution re- 
lating to the business of the House. The resolu- | 
tion was read, as follows: 

Resolved, That the several memorials and petitions re- 
ferred to the standing committees of the House last session, 
and which were not acted upon, be again referred to the 
same committees respectively. 

The CHAIR said that the resolution which | 
passed at the close of the last session, referred to | 
the committees of the present all matters unacted 
upon by them. The resolution of the gentleman 
from Virginia was, therefore, unnecessary. 
there was no objection, however, he would put 
the question upon the resolution. 

There being no objection, the question was put, 
and the resolution was adopted. 


Mr. WENTWORTH moved that the rules be | 


suspended, and that the House go back into Com- || 


mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. | 

Mr. RICHARDSON moved that the House | 
adjourn; and the question being put, the motion 
was disagreed to. 


The question was then taken on the motion of || 


Mr. Wentworth, and agreed to; and 


‘The House again resolved itself into Commit- || 
Mr. | 
' 


tee of the Whole on the state of the Union, 
Born in the chair,) and resumed the considera- | 
tion of the resolutions. 

Mr. WENTWORTH asked the Chairman 
how many minutes there were left for debate? 

The CHAIRMAN said, one minute. 

Mr. WENTWORTH observed that this time 
was long enough for him at this time, and long 
enough, in his opinion, for any speech that ought || 
to be made at this session. There were a large | 
number of bills before the House, the merits er || 
which were well understood and needed no de- || 


THE 


Pe ; ary, rat = a a . 
|| bate. One of those bills was the river and harbor | for it? Not 
| bill. 


Another was the cheap postage bill. I 

He should endeavor to take up the harbor and |) 
river bill first, after the message was disposed of; 
and then he should propose to take up the cheap || 
postage bill. 

He thought we could and should pass both || 
thesé bills this week; and he gave notice that he |} 
should oppose all debate upon any question until }; 
these two important bills were disposed of. 

The time for debate here expired, and Mr. W. | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


‘the Constitution and the laws—not 


Dee. 9. 


those who bow to the supremacy of 
those who 


passed b 
angee and which wo, 


yielded obedience to the law of °93, 
revolutionary patriots and 
approved by Washington. None of these; by: 
those, on the contrary, who have counselled the 
disregard and violation of that law—who have re 
sisted its execution and rendered it a nullity upon 
the statute book. Those are they who are re- 
sponsible in truth and morality for the amendato 


if) 


closed. 
Mr. McCLERNAND. Mr. Chairman, I had 
intended to have taken the floor . 


The CHAIRMAN, (Mr. Boyp.) The Chair | 


would remark, that according to the order of the 
House, debate upon the resolution is not in order 
Mr. McCLERNAND. 


to five minutes. 


The CHAIRMAN had misunderstood the or- | 


der of the House. 


Mr. McCLERNAND did not rise to follow the | 


gentleman from Ohio in his wanderings upon the 


subject of slavery; his only object was to re- | 


pudiate, for himself, his district, and for Llinois 


at large, the disloyal sentiments which had been | 


avowed and ascribed to the people of the North 
generally. Mr. McC, believed that the great mass 
of the people of the North were free from the con- 


tagion of the revolutionary sentiments which had || 
The people of the non-slavehold- || 


been avowed. 
ing as well as the people of the slaveholding 


States, were a law-abiding and a patriotic peoptes 
| they revered the Constitution, were attache 


the Union, and were willing to fulfill their public 


'| duties. 

| ‘The gentleman from Ohio objected to the fugi- | 

| tive slave act—the act lately passed by Congress; | 

| he was opposed to it, because, as he alleged, it 

| was an outrage upon human rights, and a re- 
»vroach to a civilized and christian community. | 
The gentleman should not deceive himself, nor the | 


public. ‘The question here was not whether sla- 
very was right or wrong; but what is our duty as 
law-givers? This was the question. The ox 
stitution provided that fugitives from service 
should ‘be delivered up on claim of the 
whom such service or labor may be due.’” With- 
out this provision, the Constitution would not 
have been adopted; at least so we were informed. 
The faith of the States became pledged to carr 

into effect this provision. The faith of the Gov- 
ernment became so pledged; and in pursuance of 


this solemn obligation, Congress passed a law in | 


1793, early after the organization of the Govern- 
ment, to carry it into practical effect. This law 
was passed by a Congress composed in many in- 
stances of revolutionary patriots, who voted for 
the law; and it was signed and approved by 
Washington, under the sanctions of his oath of 
office. 


personal liberty and national independence. Is 
the gentleman from Ohio—are his sacar more 
pure, more patriotic, more philanthropic than 
those illustrious men? Have they done more 
for the good of mankind than their ancestors? 
Scarcely. 


The law of 1793 fulfilled its purpose for a num- | 


_ ber of years. 


j It was fairly and in good faith ex- 
ecuted; and fugitives from service were delivered 
up in all the non-slaveholding States; but, in the 
course of years, voluntary combinations were or- 


ganized, who, by various arts, seduced slaves | 
| from their homes, and by secret means conveyed 
|| them to a distance from the jurisdiction of the | 
Not only was this business || 
carried on secretly, and by stratagem, but not 
/unfrequently the party claiming the restitution of | 
the fugitive was insulted and violently mal-treated. | 
The | 


slaveholding States. 


This practice became a crying grievance. 
great mass of the just-minded men of the country 


admitted it to be so, and deprecated its existence. | 
| Not only were individuals thus wronged, but 
| sectional asperities were called into existence— 
| the South became distrustful of the North, and 
_the North began to become alienated from the 
|| South; and thus things were growing worse 

every day. 


Out of these causes sprung the 
amendatory fugitive slave act. It was designed to 
remedy an acknowledged grievance, and to arrest 
a fatal tendency to sectional distrust and ill-will, 
and finally to disunion. 

Now, if the act is wicked, who are responsible 


I believe I am entitled || 


to | 


, part to | 


This was the example of the Father of his | 
Country and his compatriots in the struggle for 


fugitive slave act; and upon them rests, and should 
|| rest, the responsibility. Yes! out of their lawless 
| and rebellious doings sprang the amendatory act 
|| ‘The gentleman from Ohio makes his objection 

too late. The law which he denounces js but 
|| the fulfillment of a constitutional injunction; and 

his objection should be made to the Constitution 
| rather than to the law. Is he opposed to the 
Constitution? Would he tear that sacred jp. 
strument into fragments to gratify his wild 
|| dreams of instant and universal emancipation? 

Would he do this? If so, let him make a clear 
_breast—let him confess the fact. Is it either 

candid or honest to profess loyalty to the Cop. 
| stitution, and at the same time to contemn and 
spurn its injunctions? Let the Abolitionists, if 
| they will, strike at the Constitution itself: that ig 
the root of what is complained of as an evil—a 
|crime. Let them move for a convention for a 
formal and peaceable alteration of the Constity- 
tion; or if they are too eager and rampant for that, 
| let them appeal to arms, and reach their end by 
forcible revolution. ‘This course would be more 
'manly and open than the tortuous and uwnder- 
handed artifices resorted to by some of them. But 
they will not yet venture upon this alternative—it 
is too glaring, and involves too much responsibil- 
ity. The very excess and madness of such an 
-attempt would react, and drive from them thou- 
sands of honest and patriotic men, who are de- 
ceived and deluded—it would precipitate a hideous 
catastrophe, now only contemplated by a few des- 
perate leaders, 

The amendatory act is identical in its main fea- 
|| tures with the act of ’93—its provisions are only 
| more stringent and efficacious, and this is the dif- 

ference between them. Under the old act by- 
| standers in the free States were liable to be required 
| to assist the ministerial officer in the execution of 
| the law—they were so liable upon an ancient and 

acknowledged principle of law; under the new law 
| they are required to do no more, except that the 
| duty of compliance is enacted in the law itself. 

If the President had said less in his message 
upon this subject he would have been wanting in 
|| public duty. The Constitution authorizes and re- 
|| quires him to execute the laws; and he is sworn 

to doso. I hopehewill doso. Forone,I will as- 
| sist him in doing so, so faras my voice and strength 
'| will go; and hesll he omit todo so, I will be 
| equally prompt to denounce the delinquency. The 
| question which now divides the friends of the 
| Union from its enemies is not an abstraction—it 
is not a mere speculative question of eee 
|| but it is whether law or violence shall predomi- 
‘nate. The event will test the stability and value 
‘| of our boasted institutions. For one, I would 
|| maintain the supremacy of the Constitution and 
P t : 
| laws peaceably if I could; if not peaceably, forci- 
| bly, by the army and navy of the United States, 
| and by the whale power of the militia of the coun- 
| try; and the same, I think, is the sentiment of the 
| great mass of the people, North and South. | 

The question was then taken on the resolution 
| of Mr. Gruopies, and it was rejected. ; 

Mr. STRONG offered the following resolution, 
to come in between the fourth and fifth resolu- 
| tions: 

That so much of the said message and accompanying 
documents as relates to the appointment of a commission 
to settle all private claims upon the United States, and the 
appointment of a solicitor to represent the Government be- 

| fore such commission, be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. : 

The question was taken on the resolution, and 
it was adopted. - 

The fitth, sixth, and sevénth resolutions having 
been read— 

Mr. McLANE, of Maryland. I desire to move 
an amendment to the seventh resolution, by in- 
serting before the word ‘ harbors,” the words 
‘‘rivers and.’? The subject of rivers and harbors 

has within the last few years been embraced in a 

single reference to the Committee on Commerce, 

thout entering into the general question of the 


i 
i} 








ty 





wi 





ssaze 


if mn 
id re- 
worn 


in- 
Fords 
‘bors 

in a 
erce, 
f the 





~~ 


q yu 


